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Acts 5:12-7 
 
Looking back on Acts 1:8 and the surrounding verses we are reminded of Jesus’s words to the 
disciples just before His ascension into glory. His command and promise to them point to the 
command given to them in Matthew 28 to go out and make disciples of all the world. Following 
the events of Ananias and Sapphira, Luke tells of another significant challenge to the church as 
they seek to stay on mission. 
 
In 5:12-42 the disciples continue to move about the community healing the sick, casting out 
demons and sharing the gospel. The crowds continue to grow causing the religious authorities to 
arrest them once more. (Read 17-20) 
Released by the angel they continue to preach and are brought once more before the Sanhedrin 
where they are questioned, commanded to not preach and flogged. The persecution and 
intimidation increases but the apostles continue to rejoice in being called to serve the Lord and 
share the good news. (Read 40-42) 
 
In chapter 6 we are introduced to another challenge within the operations of the church itself as 
they dealt with the distribution of funds for widows. The issue was not a lack of funds but a 
discrepancy in the amounts given to the different groups within the whole. Grecian Jews, 
Hellenist, came from other countries and were not native to Israel or Jerusalem. These would have 
been amongst the group in chapter 2 that spoke different languages. The apostles recognize the 
problem and encourage the congregation to choose spiritual men to organize and distribute the 
supplies giving regard to needs not prejudice. This is done and the apostles lay their hands on 
them commissioning them to their task before God.  
 
One of the seven men chosen was Stephen. He was known as a man of grace and power filled with 
the Holy Spirit, being used of God to perform miracles and speak wisely before his community. The 
opposition arises but they cannot refute him so they have to resort to slandering his character by 
accusing him of blasphemy. They bring him before the Sanhedrin, the same group who sought to 
stop Peter and John, to be tried for his crimes. When called upon to give defense Stephen weaves 
through the history of God’s calling and establishing of Israel, through Abraham, Moses, Aaron, 
Joshua and David. He points to the tabernacle, the place of worship but acknowledges that God 
does not dwell in tents or buildings. He then declares that these men who knew all these things, 
having read the law and heard the story of God through the ages had instead of following the 
scripture to its ultimate end in Christ the Righteous One, had in their arrogance denied and killed 
the Savior. (Read 7:48-53) 
 
Enraged they attack Stephen. Drag him out of the city and stone his to death. (7:54-60) 
 



This is a quick overview of these events. But how do they encourage you and me as followers of 
Christ who are today part of the unfinished story of the church? What can we learn from them so 
we too can stay on the mission given to the church by Christ Jesus our Lord? 
 
There will always be a group of religious elite who will seek their own glory. 
 
3 John 1:9-10 
I wrote to the church, but Diotrephes, who loves to have the preeminence among them, does not 
receive us. Therefore, if I come, I will call to mind his deeds which he does, prating against us with 
malicious words. And not content with that, he himself does not receive the brethren, and forbids 
those who wish to, putting them out of the church. 
 
Philippians 3:18-19 
For many walk, of whom I have told you often, and now tell you even weeping, that they are the 
enemies of the cross of Christ: whose end is destruction, whose god is their belly, and whose glory 
is in their shame—who set their mind on earthly things. 
 
Whether these leaders are from outside of the church or within the church their opposition to the 
true gospel will always be based on their own glory or agenda. As I have been reading through 
Church history there have been many times where religious leaders distracted the church from 
their mission simply because they feared losing their position. Political power plays over the 
churches resources, methods, and ministers have often moved from simple differences of opinion 
to outright fights in the church bringing the mission of reaching the world to a complete halt.  
 
We must first submit ourselves to resist the temptation to become such a thorn in the side of the 
church. We must also commit ourselves to stay on task even if it causes some to stomp their feet 
threatening to leave or cause descent. 
 
There will always be a need to adjust our thinking concerning methods and attitudes. 
 
Up to chapter 6 the apostles have been front and center stage. Remember what used to be a 
common issue amongst them? 
 
Matthew 18:1 
At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who then is greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” 
 
This is not a onetime argument or question. This subject came up often and at the most 
inappropriate times. But as we read earlier there has been a significant change in these men. The 
people saw this and the religious leaders observed it more than once. When a problem was 
presented to them they did not try to fix it themselves. There are some lessons for us here. 
 
We are all called to use our gifts for the benefit of the church and her mission. 
 



The apostles do not call what these spiritual men will be doing an insignificant task. They do 
however state that it will allow them to stay on their task. 
 
6:3-4 
 
1 Corinthians 12:4-7 
There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. There are differences of ministries, but the same 
Lord. And there are diversities of activities, but it is the same God who works all in all. But the 
manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all: 
 
As people are added to the church we may have to confront prejudice. 
 
The church was called to go into all the world and preach the gospel. How can we go to people 
who are completely different from us when we struggle with those who different within our own 
group? The apostles have not left Israel yet and they are already dealing with some prejudice 
issues. 
 
The Holy Spirit will always lead us away from our former thinking, biases and actions, towards 
those that more reflect the character of Christ. 
 
John 16:13-14 
However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not 
speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to 
come. He will glorify Me, for He will take of what is Mine and declare it to you. 
 
Some sacred cows need to become lunch rather than bronzed statues. 
 
When the church grows there are some natural changes that will occur. Moving into different 
countries and cultures will demand us to look at how to do church in different ways without losing 
who we are. Time and changes in culture may demand that we change how we deliver the gospel 
without changing the core of the gospel. There are many things in the church that do not fit into 
the column of “inspired word of God.” 
 
We must also be aware of the other side of this issue that can be just as dangerous and 
detrimental to the mission of the church. Sacred cows were one time effective and useful to the 
church so don’t throw them away without celebrating their history. Remember when you had to 
throw away your VHS player? It’s hard.  
I remember Sunday morning beginning in the sanctuary. We recognized birthdays, attendance, 
and gave out rewards, then we all went to Sunday School. Besides the offering box there was a 
bank for the children to give to missions. Awana, Choirs, monthly pot-lucks, Wednesday visitation, 
our town being completely shut down on Sunday, backyard Bible clubs and the list goes on. Some 
of these have simply been remodeled but others have passed away. Many folks in the church 
today were deeply impacted by these ministries so treat them with respect as you move on from 
them. 



 
There will always be need for us to boldly live for Christ. 
 
What a picture of grace and courage Stephen is to the church. Up to this point he has not even 
been mentioned but now he is the one who speaks boldly of the plan and sovereignty of God 
leading to his becoming the first martyr of the church. It is not one of the 12 who is the first to die. 
Stephen, led by the Spirit, lives out his faith and it costs him his life. 
Jesus had stated earlier that this type of thing was going to happen but He would provide. 
 
Luke 21:12-15 
But before all these things, they will lay their hands on you and persecute you, delivering you up to 
the synagogues and prisons. You will be brought before kings and rulers for My name’s sake. But it 
will turn out for you as an occasion for testimony. Therefore settle it in your hearts not to 
meditate beforehand on what you will answer; for I will give you a mouth and wisdom which all 
your adversaries will not be able to contradict or resist. 
 
1 Peter 3:13-17 
And who is he who will harm you if you become followers of what is good? But even if you should 
suffer for righteousness’ sake, you are blessed. “And do not be afraid of their threats, nor be 
troubled.” But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to give a defense to 
everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear; having a 
good conscience, that when they defame you as evildoers, those who revile your good conduct in 
Christ may be ashamed. For it is better, if it is the will of God, to suffer for doing good than for 
doing evil. 
 
I have often heard speakers ask if folks were ready to die for the gospel. I wonder if the question is 
the right one to ask. I listened to a message a couple of weeks ago and the speaker turned it 
around. Is the story of God work in the world and the offering of His Son for our salvation, worth 
living for?  
 
Philippians 1:19-21 
For I know that this will turn out for my deliverance through your prayer and the supply of the 
Spirit of Jesus Christ, according to my earnest expectation and hope that in nothing I shall be 
ashamed, but with all boldness, as always, so now also Christ will be magnified in my body, 
whether by life or by death. For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 
 
Stephen and John the Baptist are similar. One was the forerunner of the Christ, the other a 
forerunner for the gospel. Both are known for having a great impact in the kingdom but both had a 
short ministry and died at the hands of their enemies. We are the church and the head of the 
church has called us to continue the mission. 
 
2 Timothy 3:12-15 
Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution. But evil men and 
impostors will grow worse and worse, deceiving and being deceived. But you must continue in the 



things which you have learned and been assured of, knowing from whom you have learned them, 
and that from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for 
salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 
 
 


