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Acts 8-12

In fulfilling our mission God often uses individuals to move the church along at key moments in 
history. Last week I stated that Stephen and John the Baptist were similar. Stephen was a kind 
of forerunner to the greater spread of the gospel. In chapters 8-12 Luke covers four accounts 
that happen as a direct result of Stephens death. Each of these launch the church into the wider
expanse of God’s command to reach the world.

#1 – the scattering of believers
8:1-2 (read) all but the apostles are scattered
8:4 Phillip goes to Samaria about 30 miles away
8:14-25 (read 25) Peter and John check out what is happening and return making their return 
trip a missions opportunity
8:26 Ethiopia is now presented the gospel
8:40 expands from Azotus to Caesarea

#2 – conversion of Saul
9:1-3 Paul broadens his scope of persecution begun in 8:3; Damascus is 205 miles away
9:15 is a key; This strong Pharisee, trained to teach and protect the law is not going to be the 
key agent for getting the gospel to those whom he would have seen as inferior
9:20-22 immediately starts preaching and has to be moved to Tarsus to avoid death
9:31 short period of peace but continued growth
9:32-43 Peter takes the gospel to Joppa about 50 miles away

#3 – taking the gospel to the Gentiles
10-11 God moves and the Gentiles receive Christ
Cornelius is a Roman centurion who has rejected pantheism and emperor worship and is 
practicing the law; he is a seeker not yet saved
10:1-8 God’s vision and command to Cornelius as answer to his prayer
10:9-23 God prepares Peter through vision of sheet
10:24-48 Peter’s message and evidence of Gentile salvation
11:1-18 Peter defends his mission to the Gentiles and church leaders approve

#4 – the death of James and rescue of Peter
(11:19-21) is a reference back to 8:1 as the church continues to scatter because of Stephen’s 
death
11:22-29 Barnabas is sent to check it out and goes to get Saul to help; both return to Jerusalem 
with report and offering



12:1-24 Peter is arrested; Herod raises level of persecution killing James; Peter is rescued, 
Herod dies, and gospel continues to spread.

God’s plan to reach the World always trumps our own ideas and attitudes.

John 21:18-22
Very truly I tell you, when you were younger you dressed yourself and went where you wanted;
but when you are old you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will dress you and lead 
you where you do not want to go.” Jesus said this to indicate the kind of death by which Peter 
would glorify God. Then he said to him, “Follow me!” Peter turned and saw that the disciple 
whom Jesus loved was following them. (This was the one who had leaned back against Jesus at 
the supper and had said, “Lord, who is going to betray you?”) When Peter saw him, he asked, 
“Lord, what about him?” Jesus answered, “If I want him to remain alive until I return, what is 
that to you? You must follow me.” 

Like Peter we all too often want to know how it will all work out for us in comparison to others. 
Our desire for everything to be fair can cause our faith to shake under the weight of what we 
may think to be unfair. James dies and Peter is saved. Why? When the church was praying 
didn’t that cover James as well as Peter? 

The disciples in Joppa get a miraculous return of their friend Tabitha but James is left buried. 
The truth is God’s economy is not ours. But it may go even deeper. Why is it we feel James got 
the short end of the stick? I often hear Christians expressing God to send Jesus quick, but they 
resist death at all cost. What do we really believer about the death of a saint?

Psalm 116:15-16
Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his faithful servants. Truly I am your 
servant, Lord; I serve you just as my mother did; you have freed me from my chains.

I do not want to come across as calloused when it comes to the loss of a loved one. I too have 
experienced the hurt and pain associated with death. However, we are to look at this very 
painful reality differently than the world.

1 Thessalonians 4:13-14
Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be uninformed about those who sleep in death, so 
that you do not grieve like the rest of mankind, who have no hope. For we believe that Jesus 
died and rose again, and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen 
asleep in him.

The church along with their families would have grieved over their loss along with the church 
but God used both to advance the gospel which is of greater eternal value. 



Genuine Conversion

Compare the responses of those who hear the word of God presented. Simon hears and 
believes but finds his heart drawn to that which held him prior, power and influence in his 
community. Saul is extremely knowledgeable of the scripture but ignorant of who Jesus really 
is. Once he encounters Christ there is not turning back for him. The Ethiopian official and 
Cornelius are both seekers to whom sends a messenger to show them the way, the truth and 
the life.

How does God work as He draws people to saving faith?

1 A divine intervention.

John 12:32
And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all peoples to Myself.

2 A personal encounter with Christ

While the encounter looks different the result is the same. One has to face the truth of Jesus 
Christ and come to a personal decision. 

John 1:12
But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those 
who believe in His name:

3 Surrender

Can I be a believer and be okay? Was Simon a believer, yes. Was he okay? No! Cornelius follows
God’s command, Sends for Peter. Receives Christ and is baptized. The official is baptized when 
the truth of what he was reading reveals his own need to respond. Saul surrenders not just to 
saving faith but to his God given mission.

Luke 9:23-24
Then He said to them all, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up
his cross daily, and follow Me. For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses
his life for My sake will save it.

The importance of sharing the full gospel message.

Peter’s words to the household of Cornelius included the fact that Jesus would return as judge. 

2 Corinthians 5:9-12
Therefore we make it our aim, whether present or absent, to be well pleasing to Him. For we 
must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive the 



things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad. Knowing, 
therefore, the terror of the Lord, we persuade men; but we are well known to God, and I also 
trust are well known in your consciences.

Revelation 5

There is joy in sharing with folks how Jesus Christ came and died on the cross. He suffered in 
their place to redeem all those who would call upon His name, trusting Him alone for salvation. 
The judgment of God on our sin was placed on Him for our salvation. However, it is very clear 
from scripture that those who reject Christ do not fall under some universal salvation but 
instead face a certain judgment. If we reject Christ, we are rejecting His work on the cross 
essentially saying we want to bear the cost of our own sin.

Romans 3:23 clearly states the wages of our sin is death. Either we confess Christ’s death and 
resurrection, or we take it on ourselves.

Luke 12:5
But I will show you whom you should fear: Fear Him who, after He has killed, has power to cast 
into hell; yes, I say to you, fear Him!

God’s plan to build His church cannot be defeated.

Matthew 16:18
And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of
Hades shall not prevail against it.

We will face trouble in this life, of that you can be assured. Jesus even told us this would be 
true. What is also true though is that He will accomplish His will for us and for His Kingdom. No 
amount of calculation and manipulation on the part of our enemy can undo God’s plan. The 
world we have known for so many years is changing but God’s commitment to us is not. We can
and must continue forward until by His grace we reach the other side.


