
A NEVER-SETTLE ATTITUDE
Christian Living
April 11, 2021

1 Thessalonians 4:1-12

“Now don’t forget to _____________ .” “I know mom, you have told me a hundred times.”

Peter does this to the scattered church when he writes:

2 Peter 1:12
So I will always remind you of these things, even though you know them and are firmly established
in the truth you now have.

In training, teaching, counseling, safety matters on the job and many other areas of life we are 
often presented the same materials over and over again. The reason we are told is that people 
forget, get comfortable of distracted and can all too easily get off course. This is true of our 
Christian life as well. When Paul writes to the Thessalonians he is not doing do to give them some 
great new instruction. He shares how he has wanted to come for a visit but has been delayed 
leading him to send his ministry partner, Timothy, in his stead. He builds on previous instruction 
on general Christian living, the rapture, church life and important individual behavior. Some may 
have broadened their understanding of certain areas of the faith but much would fall in the area of
friendly reminders. When we get to chapter four Paul begins this section with the word finally, 
which was often used instead of the word “therefore.” Paul then speaks to two specific areas of 
Christian living he wanted to close with.

Continued commitment to being set apart for God.

The term we use is sanctification. 

"The will of God" for the Christian is clear, namely, a life set apart from sin unto God. 

"Just what does it mean to be sanctified? Suppose one were living in the time of Christ and wanted
to make a gift to the temple. He would bring his gift of gold coins and lay them on the altar. What 
happened to those gold coins? The moment they were given to God they became sanctified. They 
were set apart for holy use. The sanctification did not change the character of the gold coins, but it
did change their use and the purpose for which they were directed. So, every true Christian has 
been set apart as holy to God, even though he falls short of perfection."

1 Corinthians 1:2
To the church of God in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus and called to be his holy people,
together with all those everywhere who call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ—their Lord and 
ours:



Ephesians 5:1-2
Follow God’s example, therefore, as dearly loved children and walk in the way of love, just as 
Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.

To please God is to live our life in accordance with what the Word of God teaches and desires to 
honor Him in all we do. Every area of life is included. Work, speech, relationships, handling money,
marriage, parenting, our reputation with our community and on and on we could go. Paul sums it 
up in Romans 12 we he says we are to offer ourselves as a fragrant offering to God, setting aside 
our own ideas and therefore proving the perfect will of God for those who follow Him.

Paul follows this with specific instruction on sexual purity. This continues to be true today but I 
want to focus on what he shares in verse 4. His desire is that everyone would learn to control their
own desires, body, so that what they do is holy and honorable.

1 Corinthians 10:23-24
“I have the right to do anything,” you say—but not everything is beneficial. “I have the right to do 
anything”—but not everything is constructive. No one should seek their own good, but the good of
others.

This is what Paul means when he says “no one should wrong his brother or take advantage of 
him.” While speaking again about sexual issues this is true across the board if we are to live a 
“pleasing life” before God. I am not only concerned about my own purity or sanctification but I am 
concerned for the purity of others. 

Paul words in verse 2 are not only a word of encouragement but a reminder for all of us. You are 
doing well, and this is confirmed by the testimony of those who have been with you, however, 
don’t get lazy but instead diligently seek to do this very thing better and better every day.

Continued commitment to a loving community.

If you have read the bible at any level you already know that one of the main commands is to love.

John 13:34-35
“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.
By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”

Exodus 20 gives the Ten Commandments that in truth boil down to loving God and loving others.
After listing the things that believers should clothe themselves in Paul concludes with;

Colossians 3:14
And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.



This is the only way in which the gospel was meant to change society.

"… it was not Paul's intent that the church disrupt society or overthrow governments. Rather, he 
encouraged Christians to be good citizens and exemplary members of their families and of their 
society but to do so in a manner consistent with the teachings of Christ. Only in this sense was the 
Pauline gospel intended to change society. It set out to change the individuals who made up 
society, starting with the church, while awaiting that climactic event when the power of God 
would truly change the world forever."

This is why scripture encourages us to meet together as believers. We need to build healthy 
relationships with other growing believers so we can encourage and be encouraged to live godly in
our world. Paul gives three areas here where we can encourage each other and impact our 
community. 

Live a restful quiet life rather than a frantic restless life that disrupts others. 

This will make life more enjoyable for everyone.

Take care of your own matters without meddling in others.

This is not a call to avoid helping others but a call to first make sure your own issues are dealt with 
so you do not become a burden.

Work hard to provide for your own needs and those of your family.

What is the goal? You will not have to depend on others to take care of you.

Ephesians 4:28
Anyone who has been stealing must steal no longer, but must work, doing something useful with 
their own hands, that they may have something to share with those in need.

While study of God’s word is key to knowing what to do that pleases Him, we also see that He calls
us to walk with others so that we can put these truth’s to practice both within the church and in 
our society.

Hebrews 10:24-25
And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up 
meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the 
more as you see the Day approaching.

Just as living holy lives was not easy for the church in Paul’s time is continues to be hard for us and 
will only get harder as we wait for Christ return. Lone Rangers are not what God intended us to be 
but instead He calls us to a loving, encouraging and prayerful community that seeks to build one 
another up in our faith. 


