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Matthew 4:17-5:12

Recently a pilot was practicing high-speed maneuvers in a jet fighter. She turned the controls 
for what she thought was a steep ascent-and flew straight into the ground. She was unaware 
that she had been flying upside down. Most of us as individuals, and world society as a whole, 
live at high-speed, and often with no clue to whether we are flying upside down or right side 
up. Indeed we are haunted by a strong suspicion that there may be no difference-or at least 
that it is unknown or irrelevant. “Dr. Dallas Willard

When Jesus begins His ministry the message starts with a clear indication of what He had come 
to declare to the world. 

There are two kingdoms and everyone must decide which Kingdom they will serve.

Jesus is not calling us to be sorry for past behaviors or thinking. 

Repent means to change one’s mind or purpose; a complete change of attitude, spiritual and 
moral, towards God.

This is the first and most important step towards knowing true life in Christ and what it means 
to live in the kingdom of God.

This is central to understanding why God allows us to see the life and teachings of Jesus Christ. 
He is not just telling us how to get to heaven, how to behave, or providing a perfect example, or
showing himself to be the perfect sacrifice, or proving himself to be the Son of God. While all of 
this is clearly presented it misses the point of the overall declaration of Jesus Christ to be King. 
From the visit of the Magi to the sign above the cross Jesus came as King. 

Matthew 2:2
“Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have 
come to worship him.”

Matthew 21:5
“Say to Daughter Zion, ‘See, your king comes to you, gentle and riding on a donkey, and on a 
colt, the foal of a donkey.’”

Matthew 27:37
Above his head they placed the written charge against him: This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.



This is why we are confronted with the need to repent. We are changing our mind on what is 
reality, real life, morally correct but ultimately what King and Kingdom we will serve.

This is why immediately after Jesus makes His declaration in 4:17 we see him begin to call 
people to follow Him. In the teachings and life of Jesus we see him telling and showing us the 
“good news of the kingdom.” 

For the Jews this meant they had to change their thinking that they would enter into the 
kingdom simply because they were children of Abraham.

Romans 2:29
No, a person is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is circumcision of the heart, by the 
Spirit, not by the written code. Such a person’s praise is not from other people, but from God.

God comes to earth in Christ as John states in his opening chapter as a continuation of the story
of Israel. From Genesis to the gospels He is bringing the chosen nation to the right place and 
time where He will reveal the promised Messiah, descended from Abraham, of the line of 
David, the true King, come to earth to bring salvation not just for Israel but for all the world. 

Ephesians 2:1-2
As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you used to live when you 
followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now 
at work in those who are disobedient.

This is the kingdom we all find ourselves living in because of being a part of the fallen race of 
humanity. We are left to our own thinking and the influences of worldly systems directed and 
ruled by Satan, the enemy of all things God. Paul in writing to believers shares that this old 
worldly thinking resides in our old nature and will be at war with Spirit.

Galatians 5:17
For the flesh desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the flesh. 
They are in conflict with each other, so that you are not to do whatever you want.

This is why Jesus begins with the message to repent. Everyone must humbly change and turn 
from the old way of thinking and come to Christ if we desire to have life.

This leads to what Jesus begins to teach in chapter 5.

A new definition of being blessed.

A while back Andrew preached on what is needed for a kingdom. Land, laws, a people, a king 
and so on were all part of what makes up a kingdom. As Jesus begins to declare His kingdom he 
starts with who will be blessed in this kingdom.



Blessed means to be fully satisfied; to be in God’s favor regardless of circumstances.

Jesus is answering two of the most common questions humanity faces. What is the good life? 
Who is a really good person?

Isaiah 66:2
“These are the ones I look on with favor: those who are humble and contrite in spirit, and who 
tremble at my word.”

Thus Jesus begins with being spiritually poor. To come to the full understanding that you cannot
do or have anything in your own power to save yourself. This ties back to our need for 
repentance but moves us to see that humility must be my heart attitude if I am going to really 
receive the full value of living in the kingdom. 

It is not my intent to go into great detail about each beatitude but instead to let us see the big 
picture Jesus is painting. For us to see this completely we have to go back and look at 4:23-25. 
The crowd gathered before Him are those who have been touched by Him. They have seen 
firsthand the power of this King through healings of diseases, paralyses, possession of demons, 
pain and various other sicknesses. 

Therefore these are not new measurements whereby we can judge our own spiritual 
superiority as if this was a competition nor are they a list of commands. There is a general 
theme that Jesus starts here and will continue to teach throughout His time on earth.

Matthew 19:30
But many who are first will be last, and many who are last will be first.

So it is not the self-righteous who win but the spiritually poor or humble. 
Those who mourn do so because they see and feel the real empty, hurting places in their life. 
From loss to knowing my own sinfulness God confirms to us that He will comfort and bring 
peace. Instead of staying in the dog eat dog of worldly thinking God confirms to those who are 
meek, not driven to win all the time, that they are the true winners. 
Those who hunger and thirst for righteousness will be filled for they have now found where the 
true source is. 

John 4:13-14
Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks the 
water I give them will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will become in them a spring 
of water welling up to eternal life.”

The woman had come to get water to satisfy her thirst, but more deeply was her thirst for 
acceptance, life and hope. What she later claims to the village people who hated her and 
looked down on her was she had found the one who satisfied. Come and meet Him.



To the merciful, those who give to their own hurt, who lean into the hurts of others desiring to 
connect and genuinely care for them, they will be shown mercy.
Those who no longer need to put in airs of their own goodness yet long for things to be right 
they will see God.
Those who are willing to enter the middle, be called names and deal with the anger or 
misunderstandings of those who are in conflict with them or others, they will be called the sons
of God. 
Those who not only have called upon Christ as Lord and now desire to live in His Kingdom but 
now understand the cause for which they live are not only willing to sacrifice the old ways but 
their own lives for others to see and hear the truth. The beat up, ratted out, marginalized, 
laughed at, cursed, imprisoned and even killed, they will know and see the true kingdom of 
heaven.

Psalm 63

The obituary read; “He lived a good life.” What followed was a list of activities, organizations, 
vacations and family accomplishments this individual had experienced. Is this the good life? 
One could argue that it was surely not a bad life but by whose definition of good were we 
basing this life on? Is this “good life” only for here or is there more to it? Does it simply refer to 
earthly matters or does the real good life only come from the one who made us and has laid out
for us what good means? This is the question we have to answer. 

Jesus said:
John 10:10
The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may 
have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.

The Kingdom of heaven is available to all who will repent and confess Jesus Christ as Lord.

Acts 20:18-21
“You know, from the first day that I came to Asia, in what manner I always lived among you, 
serving the Lord with all humility, with many tears and trials which happened to me by the 
plotting of the Jews; how I kept back nothing that was helpful, but proclaimed it to you, and 
taught you publicly and from house to house, testifying to Jews, and also to Greeks, repentance
toward God and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ.


