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Matthew 7:1-12

Rejecting the normal tools of manipulation and control.

Condemning communicates that a person, in some deep and possibly irredeemable way, is bad 
and to be rejected.

Condemnation seeks to leave an individual excluded.

Avoid believing that condemnation is okay as long as you only condemn the “right” issues. At the 
heart of condemnation and judgment is a degree of self-righteousness, distance and comparison.

Luke 18:9-14
To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on everyone else, Jesus 
told this parable: “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax 
collector. The Pharisee stood by himself and prayed: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other 
people—robbers, evildoers, adulterers—or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week and give 
a tenth of all I get.’ “But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to 
heaven, but beat his breast and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’ “I tell you that this man, 
rather than the other, went home justified before God. For all those who exalt themselves will be 
humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.”

Again Jesus continues the theme of rising above the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees. 
His call to not judge lest we be judged is a call to check your heart. What is it you are condemning 
and what is your purpose in doing so? He will get to how the true Kingdom dwellers are to 
accomplish good for their family, friends or neighbors but here He confronts the basic nature of 
humanity to try and move others for our own good. A heart that is not seeking the kingdom of God
seeks its own will for self and others. What happens in this activity is a vicious cycle of judging and 
condemnation that leaves families and communities broken. 

This is why we need to see the real issue of our own plank.

Getting the board out is not correcting a sin issue so we can be better judges.

One has to consider if the board in our eye is the board of condemnation. The reason we may be 
having trouble seeing is because self-righteousness has a way of blinding us. You cannot help 
someone you really can’t see. We need to see the person not the issue.



2 Corinthians 3:9-11
Now if the ministry that brought death, which was engraved in letters on stone, came with glory, 
so that the Israelites could not look steadily at the face of Moses because of its glory, transitory 
though it was, will not the ministry of the Spirit be even more glorious? If the ministry that brought
condemnation was glorious, how much more glorious is the ministry that brings righteousness! For
what was glorious has no glory now in comparison with the surpassing glory. And if what was 
transitory came with glory, how much greater is the glory of that which lasts!

The glorious law of God handed down to Israel brought condemnation for they found it impossible
to fulfill it. God was not carelessly condemning them but knew that we needed to see that there 
was no way of gaining righteousness on our own. We must understand that God is perfectly holy 
and can judge things at a perfect level. We cannot.

When we remove the need to condemn we can see our family, friends and neighbors as fellow 
humans who struggle with the same things we do and in the end need us to point them to God.

Romans 8:1-2, 33-35
Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, because through 
Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life has set you free from the law of sin and death…
Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. Who then 
is the one who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who died—more than that, who was raised to life
—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us. Who shall separate us from the love of 
Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword?

Understand that even good can become deadly.

Don’t just focus on the reference to pigs and dogs trying to figure out if you have just encountered 
one or the other. That is not the main issue. The focus is not really on the recipient as much as it is 
on what you are giving and when you are trying to force the offer. It is not about the worthiness of
the receiver but helpfulness.

Pushing a good thing at the wrong time is stubborn blindness and may even be irrelevant. Ever had
someone say; “all I wanted was for you to listen to me, not try to fix it?” This is similar. If you and I 
feel that what we are offering will fix them and we don’t take the time to see if they even want it 
the problems lies in our feelings of superiority. Ultimately we are still trying to control rather than 
allowing God to handle the matter.

Matthew 10:16
I am sending you out like sheep among wolves. Therefore be as shrewd as snakes and as innocent 
as doves.

Snake – patiently watch for the right time to act
Dove – free of guile; harmless; unable to mislead



When we let go of control and manipulation we offer genuine respect for the freedom of every 
individual. 

Galatians 5:22-23
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law.

Understanding the power of the request.

Dallas Willard
“As long as I am condemning someone or pushing my pearls on them I am their problem. They 
have to respond which will likely be in judgment and biting.”

So how do we move to a better way of relating with others that reflects the kingdom and 
genuinely helps ourselves and others? We learn to lean into the power of the request.

When we move to listener we are no longer the threat and the other person is free to discover the
real root of their problem. This is not easy and it may cause us all to pay a higher cost. However, if 
we start with asking we can influence both face to face and in prayer. We can and should still 
desire good for others which makes us continue to ask, but more than anything we can and should
desire God’s will for them which is why we pray.

Cooperation with God while staying in harmony with the freedom and worth of the other 
individual.

1 John 4:20-21
Whoever claims to love God yet hates a brother or sister is a liar. For whoever does not love their 
brother and sister, whom they have seen, cannot love God, whom they have not seen. And he has 
given us this command: Anyone who loves God must also love their brother and sister.

James 3:9-10
With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, and with it we curse human beings, who have 
been made in God’s likeness. Out of the same mouth come praise and cursing. My brothers and 
sisters, this should not be.

Entering into Kingdom living means we buy into all of what it means, promotes and provides. We 
cannot withhold our hearts seeking to make the kingdom a tool to get our own way. This means 
we love God the Father, Jesus Christ our Savior and our brothers and sisters in the kingdom. Asking
then must remain in the realm of individual freedom allowing each person the right to say yes or 
no.

A request by nature tends to unite.



A demand by nature tends to immediately separate.

James 4:11-12
Brothers and sisters, do not slander one another. Anyone who speaks against a brother or sister or
judges them speaks against the law and judges it. When you judge the law, you are not keeping it, 
but sitting in judgment on it. There is only one Lawgiver and Judge, the one who is able to save and
destroy. But you—who are you to judge your neighbor?

This is James’ conclusion to what was happening with all the division in the church because of folks
asking out of selfish reasons rather than love for God and one another. So we need to be careful 
that even our thank you and please remains within the genuine heart of requesting so that they 
don’t become manipulative.

Dietrich Bonhoeffer
Christ is the center of the church so He is the mediator between us all meaning we never go one 
on one. The question is always “what does Christ want to do for this person and how does He 
want to include me?”

Communing with God in prayer.

It is a great advantage of requesting and prayer that it not be a fail-safe mechanism. Prayer would 
destroy us if God did not retain the right to say no. When Jesus told Peter, in Luke 22, that Satan 
wanted to sift him Jesus did not fix it for Peter but committed to pray for him that his faith would 
not fail and that he would strengthen his brothers upon his return. So what is prayer?

- Prayer is asking, requesting things from God

Asking presupposes relationship. Request are naturally stated and heard by a loving parent.
He is concerned for what concerns me and that my concerns would line up with His. Praise 
and thanksgiving arise from prayer, in a relational discourse, but are never meant to 
replace prayer.

Psalm 103:13-14
As a father has compassion on his children, so the Lord has compassion on those who fear him; for
he knows how we are formed, he remembers that we are dust.

- Prayer is not a charade

God would not do whatever He was going to do anyway.

Exodus 32:11-14
But Moses sought the favor of the Lord his God. “Lord,” he said, “why should your anger burn 
against your people, whom you brought out of Egypt with great power and a mighty hand? Why 
should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he brought them out, to kill them in the 



mountains and to wipe them off the face of the earth’? Turn from your fierce anger; relent and do 
not bring disaster on your people. Remember your servants Abraham, Isaac and Israel, to whom 
you swore by your own self: ‘I will make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and 
I will give your descendants all this land I promised them, and it will be their inheritance forever.’” 
Then the Lord relented and did not bring on his people the disaster he had threatened.

God could rule without responding or offering His children a place to make their pleas known but 
He chooses to listen. None of this diminished His greatness.

- Prayer is a means of developing character

What God receives in all this is the person I become. This is also what I receive in the 
process. Prayer is a way in which God is bringing us face to face with how to combine 
freedom and power with service and love. 

Am I seeking good gifts for others in this avenue of communing with God? Are my requests for His 
glory to be revealed in their lives or my desire for them? If we will one day reign with Him we must
learn to handle freedom and power in governance focusing only on what is good.

We also must learn the importance of waiting. We must wait for God to move, not jumping in 
ahead of Him because we feel He is moving too slowly or not doing enough. Patience makes us 
fully functional followers.

James 1:4
But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing.

Waiting teaches us to stay with the request. Often our biggest problem is we quit to easily on 
people, ourselves and God.

Luke 11:8
I say to you, though he will not rise and give to him because he is his friend, yet because of his 
persistence he will rise and give him as many as he needs.

This is the asking coupled together with seeking and knocking. 

Character is also developed when we realize that prayer is not a mechanism. We are not 
approaching God like a vending machine, putting in the required amount in order to automatically 
get what we want. Prayer is a relational negotiation. Jesus entered the garden to pray, knowing 
what was ahead and yet made His request, all the while yielding to the end plan of His Father. 
When I take time to really think about what I am asking for in prayer I can immediately see where 
my heart is. God wants to meet my needs and reveal His power but more than this He wants to 
see me becoming more like His Son Jesus Christ. Knowing that God is not some glorified version of 
Santa Clause means I must approach Him with more than a list, and a note from my teacher saying



I have been good. Verse 12 sums this all up neatly. Judge, love, care and pray for others like you 
would want them to do so for you.


