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What I am not saying:

Unless you are married you cannot be complete.

Education and Career are unimportant.

Everyone should run out and get married as soon as possible.

What I am seeking to say:

A biblical view of marriage will encourage a biblical view of my own identity.

A biblical view of marriage will encourage a strong biblical view of friendships.

A biblical view of marriage will allow us to grow in a true understanding of God.

You cannot have an unhealthy, unbiblical view of marriage and hope to have a biblical view 
of self, others or God.

Revisionist view: 

Marriage is the union of two people committed to romantic partnership and domestic life; it is 
an emotional union merely enhanced by whatever sexual activity the partners find agreeable. It
remains valuable while the emotions lasts.

Intimacy will always and immediately reveal our immaturity.

C.S. Lewis: Screwtape Letters
“Humans…They regard the intention of loyalty to a partnership for mutual help, for the 
preservation of chastity and for the transmission of life, as something lower than a storm of 
emotions.” 

Infatuation – neuroscience suggests this will last a mere twelve to eighteen months.

Are we saying then that attraction to our spouse is not necessary or something to be ignored? 
No. Read the entire book of the Song of Solomon. Here is just a brief sample.



Song of Solomon 2:14
“O my dove, in the clefts of the rock, in the secret places of the cliff, let me see your face, let me
hear your voice; for your voice is sweet, and your face is lovely.”

The issue is not ignoring desire and attraction but of knowing they are not what we build a 
marriage on or how it is to be defined. The revisionist view says that marriage is really and only 
define by an individual’s selfishness. It fails to address the need to commit beyond our own 
feelings or emotions, building love in midst of challenges to our character.

Philippians 2:1-4
Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the 
Spirit, if any affection and mercy, fulfill my joy by being like-minded, having the same love, 
being of one accord, of one mind. Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but 
in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself. Let each of you look out not 
only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others.

While this is not a passage on marriage specifically it does address the issue we are speaking 
about. Paul tells the church that if we are in Christ, walking in His love and in genuine fellowship
with the Spirit then there will be a natural desire to leave selfishness in pursuit of serving 
others. In no other place is this more necessary than in the midst of marriage/family or intimate
friendship. 

So single people need to make sure they are building strong friendships that will exhort them 
towards Christlikeness. Isolation was never God’s design or desire for His people. Whether you 
are single or married as a believer you belong to the body of Christ. 

When children are in the home they need to know their own wellbeing is forefront in the hearts
and minds of their parents. We all know the serious impact divorce has on children. Research 
will show you that children in single parent homes are more likely to drop out of school, 
become incarcerated, struggle in their work and will face a higher risk of divorce. This is not 
saying all children raised in a single parent or divorced home will suffer these things but the 
facts are there to prove the risk is much higher. So not only do we need to see this from a 
biblical view but a practical view for society in general. Not many know that during President 
Bush’s term in office he led a charge for millions of dollars to be offered to companies for the 
sole purpose of helping them train their employees on the benefits of strong marriages and 
families. 

We have to ensure that the language we use supports a biblical view of marriage, friendships 
and God so that we can ensure we are truly promoting Kingdom Living. We cannot say this is 
simply a personal matter and it doesn’t impact others. We also cannot continue to believe that 
this is a private matter and as long as it is not hurting anyone else it is no one else’s business.



Conjugal view: marriage is a man and a woman joined in body as well as mind. It is begun by 
consent and sealed by sexual intercourse, and is so completed in the acts of bodily union by 
which new life is made(children), it is especially apt for and deepened by procreation, and calls 
for that broad sharing of domestic life uniquely fit for family life. Uniting in these all-
encompassing ways it also objectively calls for all-encompassing commitment; permanent and 
exclusive.

In short: One man, one woman, for one lifetime.

Marriage calls us to an entirely new and selfless life.

Katherine Anne Porter wrote:
“Marriage is the merciless revealer, the great white searchlight turned on the darkest places of 
human nature.”

I would argue that this is also true of biblical intimate friendships. However we know that there 
are limitations in certain areas, especially our sexuality.

1 Samuel 18:3
Then Jonathan and David made a covenant, because he loved him as his own soul.

Proverbs 27:6
Faithful are the wounds of a friend, but the kisses of an enemy are deceitful.

This is why we are teaching in our youth group the importance of biblical friendship. Two 
people who are seeking God while also seeking to be friends will encourage one another to 
Christlikeness. When, and if, this friendship moves to marriage purpose will and should only 
deepen as they now live in oneness before God. However, as every married couple knows, 
marriage will bring with it a greater level of exposure and with it a greater need for humility, 
grace and maturity in Christ. This is increased with the birth of children.

Ephesians 6:4
And you, fathers, do not provoke your children to wrath, but bring them up in the training and 
admonition of the Lord.

Deuteronomy 4:1-10

You can hear the heart of God. His desire is that Israel will be a light to the world and a large 
part of their being that light was not only how they lived but how they trained up the next 
generation to live. We must consider the powerful reality of children. A child is born when a 
man and woman come together participating with God in this act of creation. The nuclear 
family is the place where God not only intended children to be born but to be raised to know 
and love Him. 



Now not every couple can have children or will choose to have children but the very fact that 
the possibility is there is important to how God designed and defines marriage.

In Conclusion

Redefining marriage impacts all of us and will ultimately harm society.

To simply say that marriage is only romance opens to door to all forms of selfishness and abuse.

If marriage is allowed to be lowered to only romance, based only on an individual’s emotions, 
than friendships will only be valued on a self-serving scale as well.

Redefining marriage places emphasis only on God’s love removing the need to understand and 
respond to His holiness and righteous judgment.


