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Matthew 16:13-28 
 
On this Sunday before Easter I want to take a look at a defining moment in the life and training 
of the disciples. This moment is not the first time that Jesus had spoken of His death but it is 
more significant in that it is here that He seeks to teach the disciples how they are to look at 
Him and the upcoming events. From here we will learn how we too are to see the purpose and 
plans of God in our time as well as how we too are to respond.  
 
Jesus, His Person and Position 
 
After a time of ministry it was necessary to take the disciples away to a remote area to prepare 
them for His death. Before they could ever understand the why they would have to clearly 
understand who Jesus was. 
 
After reporting on what others thought about Jesus He asks the disciples to tell whom they 
thought he was. Peter’s response is as a spokesman for the group. 
 
Matthew 14:32-33 
And when they climbed into the boat, the wind died down. Then those who were in the boat 
worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 
 
Peter’s confession is that Jesus is the Messiah, the anointed One, the hope of Israel, and He was 
God. He reference to the Son of the Living God left no doubt about which God was the Father of 
Jesus. Since Jesus was the Son of God He was Messiah, King over the long anticipated kingdom. 
 
Isaiah 9:6 
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And 
he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
 
Jesus was both Messiah and God.  
 
After this confession Jesus builds the disciples faith as He shares what He is going to do after His 
rejection and ascension. 
 
Isaiah 28:16 
So this is what the Sovereign Lord says: “See, I lay a stone in Zion, a tested stone, a precious 
cornerstone for a sure foundation; the one who relies on it will never be stricken with panic. 
 
While Peter’s name means rock Jesus never set Peter apart from the other disciples as having a 
greater position in the coming church. Jesus was the rock on which the church would be built, a 
fact that both Peter and Paul would share later in their writings. The Old Testament also refers 



to God as a rock so in using this word Jesus confirms their understanding of Him. Jesus goes on 
stating that He would also be the builder of His church. 
 
1 Corinthians 3:10-11 
According to the grace of God which was given to me, as a wise master builder I have laid the 
foundation, and another builds on it. But let each one take heed how he builds on it. For no 
other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 
 
Jesus was the cornerstone and the builder of the church, ekklesia, the called out ones. Build 
implies the natural yet gradual erection as living stones being built on Christ. 
 
1 Peter 2:4-5 
Coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected indeed by men, but chosen by God and precious, 
you also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up 
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 
 
His church, different from Israel, but not yet the millennial kingdom, would grow in spite of all 
the powers of death, Satan, and all his minions, doing their best to oppose it. His desire is to get 
them to move beyond their own idea of what Jesus had come to build instead replacing it with 
the true mission Jesus had come to fulfill.  
 
For today we will not go into the whole issue of the keys accept to say that they signify some 
type of authority the disciples hold in regards to the kingdom either after the resurrection or in 
the millennium. Jesus warns them not to tell anyone that He was the Christ to ensure that 
those who came to Him did so by faith in His message and not for some earthly political 
agenda. 
 
The Necessity of His Passion 
 
Isaiah 53:4-6 
Surely He has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed Him stricken, 
Smitten by God, and afflicted. But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for 
our iniquities; the chastisement for our peace was upon Him, and by His stripes we are healed. 
All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned, every one, to his own way; and the Lord 
has laid on Him the iniquity of us all. 
 
Earlier Jesus had hinted to His coming death but from this time on He begins to teach of its 
necessity and purpose. First He teaches that he had to do it. It was the will of God that the 
Messiah, suffer, die and rise from the dead. Jesus states that the Sanhedrin would lead this 
event, displaying Israel’s final rejection of Him as their Messiah.  
 
Verse 21 prepares us not only for Jesus’ death but for the resolution of this conflict with Israel. 
Three principles are involved in His passion. God – “I must go to Jerusalem.” Jesus – He must be 
killed. The Sanhedrin – suffer many things at the hands. While all three desire His death, the 



latter does for His destruction whereas God and Jesus intend to save. Through His suffering and 
resurrection even those who brought this about would be offered the gift of salvation by faith. 
 
Romans 1:16 
For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for 
everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek. 
 
While He then clearly states the end result, His rising from the dead on the third day, the 
disciples miss it. Overcome with the announcement of His death they can’t hear the glorious 
victory that Jesus will obtain.  
 
This happens again in John 12:27-36. (Read) 
 
Jesus delivers the whole message ending with the hope of His resurrection but they fail to grasp 
it. It is clear from Peter’s response that their understanding of Messiah did not include a 
Suffering Servant.  
 
“Like many modern readers of the Bible, Peter did not want to accept what did not agree with 
his hopes and ambitions.” 
 
The cost and reward of discipleship. 
 
I will get to the interaction between Jesus and Peter in my closing remarks but first let’s look at 
what their conversation leads Jesus to remind the disciples and ourselves of what it means to 
follow Him. 
 
When Jesus was required to carry a portion of the cross it signified that He was under Roman 
authority. This act was part of the punishment and humiliation of the criminal who had 
opposed their authority. To deny ourselves and follow Christ is not denying ourselves of things 
or pleasures but to deny one’s own authority over his or her life.  
 
John 12:26 
If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me; and where I am, there My servant will be also. If 
anyone serves Me, him My Father will honor. 
 
Three verbs are significant to our understanding of how this looks. The first two, deny and take 
up indicate a decisive action on our part. The last, follow, is an imperative indicating a 
continuing action. Long before the events of His crucifixion Jesus had made the decision that He 
would follow the Father’s will. This is no different for those who desire to follow Christ. 
His point in verse 25-27 is this: Living for oneself now will result in a leaner life later, whereas 
denying oneself now for Jesus’ sake will result in a fuller life later.  
 
His two questions should cause us to pause. What is your whole entire being worth? Why 
would you lose it so easily for something that does not last? Jesus reminds them that there is a 



reward coming, and it will come with Him when He returns. Much is said in the scriptures about 
rewards and there is no shame in discussing them as long as the disciple knows that the 
purpose is always the glory of Christ. 
 
God’s Plan and My Will 
 

- When we focus on our will rather than the plan of God we become a point of conflict. 
 
Romans 14:13 
Therefore let us not judge one another anymore, but rather resolve this, not to put a stumbling 
block or a cause to fall in our brother’s way. 
 

- Our prayers reveal our heart’s desire to submit to God’s authority. 
 
Matthew 26:39 
He went a little farther and fell on His face, and prayed, saying, “O My Father, if it is possible, let 
this cup pass from Me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as You will.” 
 
“So often our prayers include our desired solution, without the humility of accepting God’s 
designed plan.” 
 
 

- We must look beyond the immediate in order to see God’s gift of grace. 
 
Peter, the disciples, Pilate and others all sought to keep Jesus from having to die. While their 
intentions were based on good things in their own minds they did not line up with the mind of 
God. The intentions of the Jewish leaders lined up with the will of God but not with His 
intended purpose. How often do we also look at the immediate and like these two groups see 
either an immediate solution or an overwhelming injustice and like them want to settle it our 
own way? Salvation, the wondrous gift of God to all men, at its origin was very ugly.  
 
Romans 8:18 
For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the 
glory which shall be revealed in us. 
 
Hebrews tells us that Jesus looked beyond the cross and saw the joy set before Him. We too 
must look beyond what we may not understand in the moment and know that He will build His 
church and will complete His perfect will in us. 
 
Philippians 1:6 
…being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will complete it 
until the day of Jesus Christ… 
 
 


