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Read the following passages and then pray. 
 
Mark 15:21-26 
Then they compelled a certain man, Simon a Cyrenian, the father of Alexander and Rufus, as he 
was coming out of the country and passing by, to bear His cross. 22 And they brought Him to 
the place Golgotha, which is translated, Place of a Skull. 23 Then they gave Him wine mingled 
with myrrh to drink, but He did not take it. 24 And when they crucified Him, they divided His 
garments, casting lots for them to determine what every man should take. 25 Now it was the 
third hour, and they crucified Him. 26 And the inscription of His [d]accusation was written 
above: THE KING OF THE JEWS. 
 
John 19:28-30 
28 After this, Jesus, [e]knowing that all things were now accomplished, that the Scripture might 
be fulfilled, said, “I thirst!” 29 Now a vessel full of sour wine was sitting there; and they filled a 
sponge with sour wine, put it on hyssop, and put it to His mouth. 30 So when Jesus had 
received the sour wine, He said, “It is finished!” And bowing His head, He gave up His spirit.  
 
Mark 15:38-39 
Then the veil of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. 39 So when the centurion, who 
stood opposite Him, saw that [g]He cried out like this and breathed His last, he said, “Truly this 
Man was the Son of God!” 
 
Matthew 27:62-66 
On the next day, which followed the Day of Preparation, the chief priests and Pharisees 
gathered together to Pilate, 63 saying, “Sir, we remember, while He was still alive, how that 
deceiver said, ‘After three days I will rise.’ 64 Therefore command that the tomb be made 
secure until the third day, lest His disciples come [p]by night and steal Him away, and say to the 
people, ‘He has risen from the dead.’ So the last deception will be worse than the first.” 65 
Pilate said to them, “You have a guard; go your way, make it as secure as you know how.” 66 So 
they went and made the tomb secure, sealing the stone and setting the guard. 
 
Luke 24:1-7 
Now on the first day of the week, very early in the morning, they, [a]and certain other women 
with them, came to the tomb bringing the spices which they had prepared. 2 But they found 
the stone rolled away from the tomb. 3 Then they went in and did not find the body of the Lord 
Jesus. 4 And it happened, as they were [b]greatly perplexed about this, that behold, two men 
stood by them in shining garments. 5 Then, as they were afraid and bowed their faces to the 
earth, they said to them, “Why do you seek the living among the dead? 6 He is not here, but is 
risen! Remember how He spoke to you when He was still in Galilee, 7 saying, ‘The Son of Man 
must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise again.’ ” 



He is Risen! (Myself) 
He is Risen Indeed! (Congregation) 
 
Romans 3:21-27 
 
The cross is a pivotal moment in history. We sing of the Old Rugged Cross with a sense of true 
gratitude and humility as we ponder the wonder that it was there the Son of God suffered and 
died. But the historical events do not end with the cross. No, as we read in Luke, the story 
continues with the one who was crucified raising from the dead, victorious over death. While 
this is exciting and worthy of joy the true significance of what happened in these three days 
goes way beyond even these two wonderful events. We read last week that Jesus must go to 
Jerusalem and die and then rise again. He shared with us that when He had risen He would 
build His Church. This ekklesia would be those who are His called out ones. This was God’s 
glorious plan. What was accomplished at the cross and the resurrection revealed to us His 
glorious gift. 
 
God as judge provides the way for mankind to be made righteous. 
21-23 
Why did Jesus have to die? Because God, the righteous judge had declared that all had sinned 
and fallen short of His glory, His perfect standard. 
 
Ephesians 2:1-3 
And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins, in which you once walked 
according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit 
who now works in the sons of disobedience, among whom also we all once conducted 
ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by 
nature children of wrath, just as the others. 
 
Not only were we fallen from this standard we were dead in this sin. Under its condemnation 
and rule. The wrath of God, spoken of in Romans 1, is revealed in His allowing us to continue 
into the decline of our own sinfulness, leading to death. 
 
Romans 6:20-21 
For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. What fruit did you 
have then in the things of which you are now ashamed? For the end of those things is death. 
 
Paul stated earlier in this same chapter that there are none righteous no not one. So how does 
man, enslaved and dead in sin, become right with God? The answer is in God Himself. 
 
God’s righteousness, Paul states, is revealed namely through the coming of Jesus Christ. This 
has been the message throughout the Old Testament. This righteousness becomes our 
possession and operates in our lives through faith in Jesus Christ. Faith simply takes what God 
gives. It adds nothing to the gift. 
 



Faith has often been described as the “hand of the heart.” It is the instrument whereby we 
receive the gift. Other words used are trust or believe. 
 
John 3:16 
For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him 
should not perish but have everlasting life. 
 
Matthew 12:21 
And in His name Gentiles will trust. 
 
All who believe are made right before God by grace. 
24 
When we trust completely who Christ was, the Son of the Living God, God in flesh, and that His 
shed blood paid our full debt, than we are declared, righteous, by Holy God. 
 
Justification is the term used by Paul and it means that God looks on us and deals with us as 
though we had never sinned at all. This is all done by God and has nothing to do with us or any 
action we have done. Therefore, this declaration by God can never be undone. God sees the 
sinner in Christ. 
 
2 Corinthians 5:21 
God made him who had no sin to be sin[b] for us, so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God. 
 
Because this is all in Christ we need no personal standing before God. To continue to believe 
that we need to create our own standing before God is to assume that Christ was not enough. 
Christ is our standing. Period. This is what is so amazing about grace. Grace is the pure 
unrecompensed kindness and favor of God.  
 
Redemption is the second word used by Paul to describe this gift from God to the believer 
through Christ. Redemption means to be delivered by purchase.  
 
Matthew 20:26-28 
Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your 
servant, and whoever wants to be first must be your slave—just as the Son of Man did not 
come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many. 
 
1 Timothy 2:5-6 
For there is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the man Christ Jesus, who 
gave himself as a ransom for all people.  
 
This deliverance is effected through the death of Christ, the Messiah, from the retributive wrath 
of a holy God and the merited penalty of sin. This defines for us the cost of man’s salvation.  
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+5&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28899b


Jesus completely satisfied the payment for sin. 
25-26 
1 John 2:2 
And He Himself is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the whole 
world. 
 
Atonement or propitiation refers to Jesus Christ Himself as the sacrifice that satisfied God’s 
wrath and removed our sin. The place where God made atonement for us was the cross. This is 
why the cross is so significant for us. It was there that God revealed His justice against the 
penalty of sin and provided the way for Himself to justify all those who believe. Paul mentions 
the blood of Christ here because it is what made Christ sacrifice atoning.  
 
Colossians 1:19-20 
For it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell, and by Him to reconcile all 
things to Himself, by Him, whether things on earth or things in heaven, having made peace 
through the blood of His cross. 
 
In the Old Testament God did not forgive the sins finally until Jesus died on the cross. They 
were covered for a time but needed to be covered over and over which is why they had to 
make sacrifices so often. Through Christ death God completely pays for the sins of the past and 
the future. Those who have faith stand justified. 
 
Salvation is a gift so we cannot claim to have earned it. 
27 
Ephesians 2:8-9 
For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of 
God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.  
 
When Jesus cried out on the cross, “it is finished,” this is what He was referring to. There is 
nothing left to be done for the salvation of mankind. There are not rules to keep in order to be 
saved there is only receiving it as a gift fully purchased for you by Jesus Christ. Once we have 
received this gift our standing before God is complete in Christ. The Holy Spirit indwells us and 
works in us to begin the process of conforming our character to the character of Christ.  
 
 
 


