
THE GLORIOUS WORK OF TRANSFORMATION
April 24, 2022

Philippians 2:12-13

As I considered what I wanted to share with you all in these last few weeks one of the first 
things that came to my mind was your spiritual growth. On Easter Sunday I shared with you my 
conviction on scriptures definition of salvation and justification. Today I want to define the 
process and importance of our sanctification. Over the years I have served here this one matter 
has captured my heart more than any other. This probably stems from the fact that this is what 
I feel God has done in me more than anything else over the last 25 years. There have been 
moments that I have questioned my salvation but for the most part that issue has been settled 
for me. However, it has been the constant study of His Word and the work of the Holy Spirit in 
me to develop my character that has been, and will continue to be, the greatest but most 
rewarding challenge. 

How God sees us right now.

I Corinthians 1:2
To the church of God which is at Corinth, to those who are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to 
be saints, with all who in every place call on the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs and 
ours:

In almost every introduction to his letters Paul greets the readers as fellow members and saints 
in Christ. The point being made is that just like God declares us righteous at our confession of 
Christ He also completely sets us apart for holiness, or sanctifies us. In His incredible power and 
grace He already sees the finished picture of who we are in Christ. This is the truth of being 
immersed or baptized into the death and resurrection of Christ. All that Christ accomplished is 
placed on our account.

Romans 6:1-4; 14
What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound? Certainly not! How 
shall we who died to sin live any longer in it? Or do you not know that as many of us as were 
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? Therefore we were buried with Him 
through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life…For sin shall not have dominion over 
you, for you are not under law but under grace.

Before salvation we were dead in our trespasses and sin but now in Christ we are dead to sin. 
When we were enslaved to sin, dead, we could not do anything righteous before God. Now, in 
Christ, we are freed from the law of sin and death and empowered through the Holy Spirit so 
that we can live a new and righteous life. Regardless of how we may feel at any given time or 
what we may have done this is the reality of what we have been given in Christ. This is how God
sees us now as His children, heirs with Christ.



We are all called to work out our salvation every day.

Here is where we now begin to unfold what this really looks like and functions in our day to day 
walk. It is what many scholars call the “already, not yet.” While what we just looked at is 
completely accurate of our current state there is also another truth or law at work. 

Romans 7:21-23
I find then a law, that evil is present with me, the one who wills to do good. For I delight in the 
law of God according to the inward man. But I see another law in my members, warring against 
the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members.

Like Paul we long to do good but find that doing so is not automatic. This is why Paul will use 
language to points to the need for us to choose. This is true in verses we read from Philippians 
2. Both “work” and “obey” imply that we have to make conscience choices to follow God as we 
move about each day. This is what we call progressive sanctification. The process whereby each
believer yields their life to God seeking to humbly obey as God conforms them into the 
character and image of Christ.

Romans 8:29
For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He 
might be the firstborn among many brethren.

Here is what the Word tells us about how this process is accomplished.

God is committed to working in each of us.

Philippians 1:6
…being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will complete it 
until the day of Jesus Christ…

This is where the Holy Spirit, God in us, is so important.

Romans 8:11
But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ from 
the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you.

Galatians 5:16
I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh.

We are called to humbly obey.

When Paul says to work out our salvation he is simply calling us to obey what God has given us 
in His word, confirmed in our hearts by the Holy Spirit. 



1 Peter 1:13-15
Therefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and rest your hope fully upon the grace that 
is to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 14 as obedient children, not 
conforming yourselves to the former lusts, as in your ignorance; 15 but as He who called you is 
holy, you also be holy in all your conduct,

Romans 12:1-2
I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. And do not be conformed 
to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is 
that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.

1 Corinthians 9:24-27
Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but one receives the prize? Run in such a 
way that you may obtain it. And everyone who competes for the prize is temperate in all things.
Now they do it to obtain a perishable crown, but we for an imperishable crown. Therefore I run 
thus: not with uncertainty. Thus I fight: not as one who beats the air. But I discipline my body 
and bring it into subjection, lest, when I have preached to others, I myself should become 
disqualified.

Later in Philippians Paul describes his own actions as he seeks to live righteously in this life.

Philippians 3:14
I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.

The Church is an essential part of my spiritual growth.

Ephesians 4:11-13
And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors 
and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the 
body of Christ, till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, 
to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ;

1 Corinthians 12:7
Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good.

1 Thessalonians 5:11
Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing.

Paul refers to the church as the body of Christ. Just as none of our parts can live apart from the 
body so we cannot grow and thrive as believers apart from the fellowship and encouragement 
of the church body. It is in the body of Christ that we find, instruction, encouragement, 



accountability, support, love, opportunities for service and a multitude of other advantages that
are essential to our growth. 

The commands of God become a gracious guide.

This whole process is really very simple. We are not left to our own devices to try and figure out
what is pleasing to God. He tells us clearly in His word. 

Matthew 22:37-40
Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your 
neighbor as yourself.’ All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.”

Paul repeats this same idea in his teaching to the church.

Galatians 5:13-14
You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge 
the flesh; rather, serve one another humbly in love. For the entire law is fulfilled in keeping this 
one command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.”

If you look at Exodus 20 and read the Ten Commandments you will find that the first four are all
focused on how we show love to God by making Him Lord and Master of our lives honoring Him
in both word and deed. The last six are all about how we love our neighbor as ourselves. These 
commands do not save us that was accomplished by Christ on the cross. What these commands
do though is show us what the heart of God desires from those who would seek to make their 
lives an offering of praise to Him. 

Importance of patience and grace.

As I said the process is simple but that does not mean it is easy. 

1 Corinthians 13:4-7
Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It does not 
dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love
does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always 
hopes, always perseveres.

James 3:13-18
Who is wise and understanding among you? Let them show it by their good life, by deeds done 
in the humility that comes from wisdom. But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in 
your hearts, do not boast about it or deny the truth. Such “wisdom” does not come down from 
heaven but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic. For where you have envy and selfish ambition, 
there you find disorder and every evil practice. But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first 



of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial 
and sincere. Peacemakers who sow in peace reap a harvest of righteousness.


