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Joshua 1 
 
God’s Mission is never frustrated by a change in leadership. 
 
Remembering the past is Biblical but living in it is not. 
 
1 Corinthians 11:24 
“Take, eat; this is My body which is broken for you; do this in remembrance of Me.” 
 
We are called to remember the Word of God, His faithfulness to us throughout the years, and 
His faithfulness to Israel. We are told often by Paul and Peter that it was good for them to 
remind us of the teachings that were given earlier. The promises of God are to be remembered 
and learning from our past mistakes or sin is profitable but to live in the past, allowing it to 
control our thoughts and actions is never profitable. 
 
Israel had mourned the death of Moses for 30 days. Moses was and continues to be one of the 
greatest leaders of Israel. Brought from the desert into Egypt to lead the people out from under 
Egyptian rule, he became the face and voice of the people. He had been used of God to strike 
the rock and bring forth water, raise his staff and the waters of the Red Sea parted. He had met 
with God often to receive the law, the instructions for the tabernacle and the structure of the 
sacrificial system that would guide Israel’s life for years to come. But at no time did God say 
that the mission He had for Israel depended totally on Moses. Early in the process God had 
already provided succession for leadership. 
 
Numbers 27:15-19 
Then Moses spoke to the Lord, saying: “Let the Lord, the God of the spirits of all flesh, set a man 
over the congregation, who may go out before them and go in before them, who may lead 
them out and bring them in, that the congregation of the Lord may not be like sheep which 
have no shepherd.” And the Lord said to Moses: “Take Joshua the son of Nun with you, a man 
in whom is the Spirit, and lay your hand on him; set him before Eleazar the priest and before all 
the congregation, and inaugurate him in their sight.” 
 
Matthew 16:18 
And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of 
Hades shall not prevail against it. 
 
Since these words were spoken by Jesus Christ to His disciples there have been many pastors 
and leaders given by God to the church. Since its beginning Emmanuel Baptist Church has had 
10 or 11 pastors over 64 years. Should the Lord continue to delay in His return there will be 
several more. While leadership will change the mission never does. 
 



God’s call to Joshua was not about coming up with a new mission or vision for Israel but to step 
into the position he had been given to lead the people in the mission established by God when 
He made His covenant with Abraham. 
 
Our mission here at EBC, love God, love Others, Impact our World, has been given by God and 
regardless of who leads this is to be done until the Lord returns. 
 
The key to our confidence is God’s commitment to be with us. 
 
God is totally committed to the fulfillment of the mission. 
 
Verse 5 is considered the core or central verse to the entire book. Here God promises to Joshua 
as the new leader His constant presence and power. This is the same that Christ committed to 
the disciples and to us as we serve the Kingdom today. 
 
Matthew 28:18-20 
And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and 
on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have 
commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen. 
 
David cries out to God for he understands that his protection and power is only in God. 
 
Psalm 61:1-4 
Hear my cry, O God; Attend to my prayer. 
From the end of the earth I will cry to You, 
When my heart is overwhelmed; 
Lead me to the rock that is higher than I. 
For You have been a shelter for me, 
A strong tower from the enemy. 
I will abide in Your tabernacle forever; 
I will trust in the shelter of Your wings. 
 
Psalm 16:11 
You will show me the path of life; In Your presence is fullness of joy; At Your right hand are 
pleasures forevermore. 
 
With God protecting us and providing His power for the mission ahead there are no enemies 
that can stand against us. The writer of Hebrews confirms this again for us. 
 
Hebrews 13:5-6 
Let your conduct be without covetousness; be content with such things as you have. For He 
Himself has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” So we may boldly say: “The Lord is my 
helper; I will not fear. What can man do to me?” 



Our part is to faithfully obey. 
 
God begins with a challenge to Joshua. Move up and lead the people in the mission I have given 
you. He follows it with the confidence needed that the mission will be fulfilled by reminding 
Joshua that God Himself would be with Him and give the strength to succeed. He then turns to 
Joshua and reminds him of the condition for success.  
 
Dr. Constable states: Ownership of the land depended on God's faithfulness to give it to the 
Israelites, but occupation of the land depended on Israel's faithfulness to God. 
 
Deuteronomy 30:19-20 
I call heaven and earth as witnesses today against you, that I have set before you life and death, 
blessing and cursing; therefore choose life, that both you and your descendants may live; that 
you may love the Lord your God, that you may obey His voice, and that you may cling to Him, 
for He is your life and the length of your days; and that you may dwell in the land which the 
Lord swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to give them.” 
 
Obedience was essential to Israel’s possession of the land. Throughout the Old Testament God 
reminded them that if they obeyed they would be blessed but if not there would be discipline. 
Today it is different for us under grace in this the age of the church but obedience is still 
required of those who would follow God. The Great Commission is not that we should just sit 
and wait for God to bring the lost in but we are to be out making disciples.  
 
Notice what we call the chiastic (kiastic) structure of this passage. 
 
 A      I will be with you (v. 5). 
 
B       Be strong and courageous (vv. 6, 7). 
 
C       That you may have success (v. 7). 
 
D       This Book of the Law (v. 8). 
 
C'      Then you will have success (v. 8). 
 
B'      Be strong and courageous (v. 9). 
 
A'      The LORD your God is with you (v. 9). 
 
What was key to Israel possessing the land and to Joshua’s leadership was not just knowing the 
law but practicing the law. 
 
 
 



James 1:22-25 
But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. For if anyone is a hearer 
of the word and not a doer, he is like a man observing his natural face in a mirror; for he 
observes himself, goes away, and immediately forgets what kind of man he was. But he who 
looks into the perfect law of liberty and continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer 
of the work, this one will be blessed in what he does. 
 
James is so strong on obedience and works that for many he looked to be teaching a contrary 
doctrine to salvation by grace. This however, is not what James is doing at all. James knew that 
faith and grace were central to salvation alone but that without works there is no realization of 
growth and possessing all that we have been given in Christ. He knew that only those who 
looked into the perfect word of God and actually did it would come to live out the life of liberty 
too which we have been called. Paul warns the readers of Galatians that they were called to be 
free but that freedom was not given to them so they could do whatever their flesh desired. This 
would be what James says is looking but forgetting. There is no victory or obedience in just 
simply knowing what God wants us to do. We must follow through with obedience. 
 
God closes with “don’t be afraid”, “don’t get discouraged.” 
 
1 Peter 3:14 
But even if you should suffer for righteousness’ sake, you are blessed. “And do not be afraid of 
their threats, nor be troubled.” 
 
Hebrews 12:1-2 
Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside 
every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race 
that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy 
that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right 
hand of the throne of God. 
 
The challenges that will arise against the church will not be unfamiliar to those of the past. 
Satan, the enemy of the truth, and the world system, which hates truth, will always seek to 
break you down and get you to quit, but resist them at every turn. One the things that Pastor 
Jerry told me several years back I want to share with you. Reflecting on his years of ministry he 
stated: “every church I left grew under the pastor the followed me. For this I am very grateful.” 
My prayer is that what he and I have done over our years here will have been worthy of being 
built on in the future. The mission is bigger than you and it is bigger than any one man who has 
served here or will in the future. The mission continues and so must we.  
 
 
 
 
 
 


