
Love: The battleground of Faith 
September 04, 2022 

 
Illustration: 
Farmers are notorious for helping each other when times get tough. One North Dakota 
community of farmers helped one of their own after he suffered a heart attack and also 
had broken machinery. As a group, they were able to harvest his entire crop in under 
seven hours. This is what it looks like to withhold the grumbling and work together 
(Joshua Bote, “North Dakota Community Rallies to Help Farmer Harvest Crops after 
Heart Attack,” USA Today, September 15, 
2020, https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2020/09/15/north-dakota-
community-helps-farmer-harvest-crops-after-heart-attack/5810936002/). In most 
businesses, company owners work against one another in an effort to gain more 
customers and make the most money. Farmers understand the need to work together 
and to help out in times of stress. Too often in life, it can feel like we are working against 
another, vying for positions of authority or popularity. Yet God commands us to work 
together. 
 
 
Stan Mikita, a professional hockey star, used to get into a lot of fights during games. 
He stopped when his eight-year-old daughter asked a very grown-up question: "How 
can you score goals when you're always in the penalty box, Daddy? 
 
John 15:12-13 (NASB95) 
12 "This is My commandment, that you love one another, just as I have loved you. 
13 "Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down his life for his friends. 
 
Luke 6:32, 35 (NASB95)  
32 "If you love those who love you, what credit is [that] to you? For even sinners 
love those who love them. ... 35 "But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, 
expecting nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of 
the Most High; for He Himself is kind to ungrateful and evil [men.] 
 
Love is the central issue for all of mankind and is especially essential for a 
Christian. 
 
Question: What or who do you love? 
 
 
 



James 5:1-6 (NASB95) 
1 Come now, you rich, weep and howl for your miseries which are coming upon 
you. 2 Your riches have rotted and your garments have become moth-eaten. 3 
Your gold and your silver have rusted; and their rust will be a witness against you 
and will consume your flesh like fire. It is in the last days that you have stored up 
your treasure! 4 Behold, the pay of the laborers who mowed your fields, [and] 
which has been withheld by you, cries out [against you;] and the outcry of those 
who did the harvesting has reached the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth. 5 You have 
lived luxuriously on the earth and led a life of wanton pleasure; you have fattened 
your hearts in a day of slaughter. 6 You have condemned and put to death the 
righteous [man;] he does not resist you. 
 

- Two theories Christians or Non-believers  
- James is most likely dealing with the rich as a class not an individual 
- Why is your “rust” a witness against you? 
- What does it mean to posses something? Instead of ownership? 
- What is the difference between saving and being good stewards and 

hoarding resources?  
- Security versus Self Gratification (Hedonism)  
- Where is the line? 
- Do we live in luxury at the expense of others  
- A warning about self-centered living 

 
 
1) Loving God means we invest in God’s Kingdom. 

 
 
Luke 12:18-21 (NASB95)  
18 "Then he said, 'This is what I will do: I will tear down my barns and build larger 
ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19 'And I will say to my 
soul, "Soul, you have many goods laid up for many years [to come;] take your 
ease, eat, drink [and] be merry."' 20 "But God said to him, 'You fool! This [very] 
night your soul is required of you; and [now] who will own what you have 
prepared?' 21 "So is the man who stores up treasure for himself, and is not rich 
toward God." 
 
 



Matthew 6:19-21 (NASB95) 
19 "Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust 
destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 20 "But store up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do 
not break in or steal; 21 for where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
 
 
James 5:7-12 (NASB95) 
7 Therefore be patient, brethren, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits 
for the precious produce of the soil, being patient about it, until it gets the early 
and late rains. 8 You too be patient; strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the 
Lord is near. 9 Do not complain, brethren, against one another, so that you 
yourselves may not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing right at the door. 10 
As an example, brethren, of suffering and patience, take the prophets who spoke 
in the name of the Lord. 11 We count those blessed who endured. You have 
heard of the endurance of Job and have seen the outcome of the Lord's dealings, 
that the Lord is full of compassion and [is] merciful. 12 But above all, my brethren, 
do not swear, either by heaven or by earth or with any other oath; but your yes is 
to be yes, and your no, no, so that you may not fall under judgment. 

- The verb makrothymesate (be patient) describes "self-restraint which 
does not hastily retaliate a wrong."  

- Believers should not retaliate against offenses perceived and real  
- "The word parousias ('coming') was a common term used to describe the 

visit of a king to a city or province of his kingdom and thus depicts Christ 
as a royal personage."  

- A kingdom mindset 
- A Christian’s mindset should be on cultivating and planting not on the 

harvest. 
- God is the one who makes all things right in the end 
- Verse 9 is an attitude of bitterness not just our words 
- "The early Christians' conviction that the parousia was 'near', or 

'imminent', meant that they fully believed that it could transpire within a 
very short period of time—not that it had to."  

- In verses 7-10 James pleaded for patience (makrothymia) that restrains 
itself and does not retaliate. Here he advocated perseverance 
(hypomone) through difficult circumstances (cf. 1:3; Heb. 11:25).  

- How do we overcome the world? 



- Why would someone need to “swear” by heaven?  
- We should be people of our word  

 
 
2) Loving God means we are willing to relinquish our personal rights. 
 
1Corinthians 13:4-5 (NASB95) 
4 Love is patient, love is kind [and] is not jealous; love does not brag [and] is not 
arrogant, 5 does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not provoked, 
does not take into account a wrong [suffered,] 
 
2Timothy 3:1-5 (NASB95) 
1 But realize this, that in the last days difficult times will come. 2 For men will be 
lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, revilers, disobedient to parents, 
ungrateful, unholy, 3 unloving, irreconcilable, malicious gossips, without self-
control, brutal, haters of good, 4 treacherous, reckless, conceited, lovers of 
pleasure rather than lovers of God, 5 holding to a form of godliness, although 
they have denied its power; Avoid such men as these. 
 
 
James 5:13-18 (NASB95) 
13 Is anyone among you suffering? [Then] he must pray. Is anyone cheerful? He is 
to sing praises. 14 Is anyone among you sick? [Then] he must call for the elders of 
the church and they are to pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of 
the Lord; 15 and the prayer offered in faith will restore the one who is sick, and 
the Lord will raise him up, and if he has committed sins, they will be forgiven him. 
16 Therefore, confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another so that 
you may be healed. The effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much. 
17 Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed earnestly that it would 
not rain, and it did not rain on the earth for three years and six months. 18 Then 
he prayed again, and the sky poured rain and the earth produced its fruit. 
 

- The solution to worldly living is outlined in 13-18 Total dependency on God  
- A persevering life is a prayerful life 
- Sickness = Weakness or with out power 
- Spiritual weakness and sometimes physical sickness is the result of sin 



- Anointing with oil is to give a medicine to someone and is also used 
symbolically with the Holy Spirit. 

- James used aleiphein (rub) here rather than chriein (anoint).  
- Rub some dirt on it 
- "Prayer is the more significant of the two ministries performed by the 

elders. 'Pray' is the main verb, while 'anoint' is a participle. Moreover, the 
overall emphasis of the paragraph is on prayer. So the anointing is a 
secondary action."  

 
3) Loving God is done in community and relationally.   

 
 
Romans 12:4-5 (NASB95)  
4 For just as we have many members in one body and all the members do not 
have the same function, 5 so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and 
individually members one of another. 
 
1Thessalonians 5:12-15 (NASB95) 
12 But we request of you, brethren, that you appreciate those who diligently 
labor among you, and have charge over you in the Lord and give you instruction, 
13 and that you esteem them very highly in love because of their work. Live in 
peace with one another. 14 We urge you, brethren, admonish the unruly, 
encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, be patient with everyone. 15 See that 
no one repays another with evil for evil, but always seek after that which is good 
for one another and for all people. 
 
James 5:19-20 (NASB95)  
19 My brethren, if any among you strays from the truth and one turns him back, 
20 let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save his 
soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins. 
 
 
 
 
4) Loving God is about reconciliation. 
 
 



Luke 17:3-4 (NASB95) 
3 "Be on your guard! If your brother sins, rebuke him; and if he repents, forgive 
him. 4 "And if he sins against you seven times a day, and returns to you seven 
times, saying, 'I repent,' forgive him." 
 
Matthew 18:15-17, 22 (NASB95)  
15 "If your brother sins, go and show him his fault in private; if he listens to you, 
you have won your brother. 16 "But if he does not listen [to you,] take one or two 
more with you, so that BY THE MOUTH OF TWO OR THREE WITNESSES EVERY 
FACT MAY BE CONFIRMED. 17 "If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; 
and if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a 
tax collector. ... 22 Jesus said to him, "I do not say to you, up to seven times, but 
up to seventy times seven. 
 
Application: 
Love requires relationship 
 

1) With God 
How do you connect with God? 
Spend time this week with the Lord and grow that relationship 
 
 

2) With our Brothers and Sisters 
Your personality and how God. Made you will determine at what level and how 
you build relationships with other Christians.  
 
Connect with someone at church that you don’t know at all or well simply for the 
purpose of relationship. 
 
 

3) Give yourself and others grace 
- We are all different and do not connect in the same way 
- We want growing people not perfect people  

 


