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What the church isn’t: 

1) Programs 
2) Performance 
3) Professionals  

 
Matthew 16:13-19 (NASB95) 
13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, He was asking His 
disciples, "Who do people say that the Son of Man is?" 14 And they said, "Some 
[say] John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; but still others, Jeremiah, or one of the 
prophets." 15 He said to them, "But who do you say that I am?" 16 Simon Peter 
answered, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God." 17 And Jesus said to 
him, "Blessed are you, Simon Barjona, because flesh and blood did not reveal 
[this] to you, but My Father who is in heaven. 18 "I also say to you that you are 
Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church; and the gates of Hades will not 
overpower it. 19 "I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; and whatever 
you bind on earth shall have been bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on 
earth shall have been loosed in heaven." 
 

- ἐκκλησία ekklēsía, ek-klay-see'-ah; from a compound of G1537 and a 
derivative of G2564; a calling out, i.e. (concretely) a popular meeting, 
especially a religious congregation (Jewish synagogue, or Christian 
community of members on earth or saints in heaven or both):—assembly, 
church. 
 

- What are the keys to the kingdom? 
 

 
1) The importance of Community Confession 
2) The Word (Truth)  

 
 
1 Corinthians 12 (NASB 95) 



1 Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be unaware. 
2 You know that when you were pagans, you were led astray to the mute idols, 
however you were led. 3 Therefore I make known to you that no one speaking by 
the Spirit of God says, “Jesus is accursed”; and no one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” 
except by the Holy Spirit. 
 

- Content of what someone claims is what is important not how they say it 
- "The ultimate criterion of the Spirit's activity is the exaltation 

of Jesus as Lord. Whatever takes away from that, even if they 
be legitimate expressions of the Spirit, begins to move away 
from Christ to a more pagan fascination with spiritual activity 
as an end in itself." 

 
 
4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5 And there are varieties of 
ministries, and the same Lord. 6 There are varieties of effects, but the same God 
who works all things in all persons. 7 But to each one is given the manifestation of 
the Spirit for the common good. 8 For to one is given the word of wisdom through 
the Spirit, and to another the word of knowledge according to the same Spirit; 
9 to another faith by the same Spirit, and to another gifts of healing by the one 
Spirit, 10 and to another the effecting of miracles, and to another prophecy, and 
to another the distinguishing of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, and 
to another the interpretation of tongues. 11 But one and the same Spirit works all 
these things, distributing to each one individually just as He wills. 

- There are a variety of Gifts 
- Varieties of ministries  
- Varieties of effects / How the Spirit of God works 
- Each of us receive a gift of the Spirit 
- It is for the common good of the local church 
- Gifts are chosen by the Spirit 

 
12 For even as the body is one and yet has many members, and all the members 
of the body, though they are many, are one body, so also is Christ. 13 For by one 
Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether 
slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 
14 For the body is not one member, but many. 
 



15 If the foot says, “Because I am not a hand, I am not a part of the body,” it is not 
for this reason any the less a part of the body. 16 And if the ear says, “Because I 
am not an eye, I am not a part of the body,” it is not for this reason any the less a 
part of the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? 
If the whole were hearing, where would the sense of smell be? 18 But now God 
has placed the members, each one of them, in the body, just as He desired. 19 If 
they were all one member, where would the body be? 20 But now there are many 
members, but one body. 21 And the eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need 
of you”; or again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” 22 On the 
contrary, it is much truer that the members of the body which seem to be weaker 
are necessary; 23 and those members of the body which we deem less honorable, 
on these we bestow more abundant honor, and our less presentable members 
become much more presentable, 24 whereas our more presentable members 
have no need of it. But God has so composed the body, giving more abundant 
honor to that member which lacked, 25 so that there may be no division in the 
body, but that the members may have the same care for one another. 26 And if 
one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; if one member is honored, all 
the members rejoice with it. 
 
Illustration: Teenager learning their body 
 

- A sign of spiritual maturity is the acceptance and appreciation of the 
Spiritual body. 

- You are not alone and while valuable to the body life doesn't depend on 
you. 

- Care for one another is a sign of a healthy body. 
- When one experiences pain we all do. 
- "Plato had pointed out that we do not say, 'My finger has a 

pain,' we say, 'I have a pain.'" 
-  

 
27 Now you are Christ’s body, and individually members of it. 28 And God has 
appointed in the church, first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then 
miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, various kinds of tongues. 
29 All are not apostles, are they? All are not prophets, are they? All are not 
teachers, are they? All are not workers of miracles, are they? 30 All do not have 



gifts of healings, do they? All do not speak with tongues, do they? All do not 
interpret, do they? 31 But earnestly desire the greater gifts. 
And I show you a still more excellent way. 
 

- Apostello means to send out, so it is proper to think of 
apostles as missionaries sent out 

- "God has not given teachers to the Church in order that they 
may supplant [replace] the Bible and save His people the 
trouble of studying the Word for themselves, but that they 
may spur the people of God on to more intensive searching of 
the Scriptures." 

- "To strive zealously means more than to pray; it includes effort 
toward cultivating and toward producing a receptivity and a 
fitness on our part." 

- Today some people who desire to sharpen their ability to preach 
and teach the Scriptures enroll in Bible college or seminary to do 
so. This is one example of earnestly desiring the greater gifts. J. 
Vernon McGee shared his personal testimony of earnestly 
desiring a greater gift: 

- "Not having been brought up in a Christian home, I had no 
Christian training at all. When I went away to seminary, I didn't 
even know the books of the Bible. I had graduated from a college 
where the emphasis was placed on the intellectual and the 
philosophical, and I was trying to be that kind of preacher. Then 
I heard Dr. Harry Ironside speak. He explained Scripture in a 
simple manner. And I heard him make the statement, 'Put the 
cookies on the bottom shelf so the kiddies can get them.' And I 
remembered that My Lord had said, 'Feed my sheep' (see John 
21:16). He hadn't said, 'Feed my giraffes.' So I went to God and 
prayed, 'Lord, I want to be that kind of preacher.' Later, I 
substituted for Dr. Ironside at Dallas Theological Seminary, and 
when he passed on, the seminary's president, Dr. Lewis Sperry 
Chafer, called me on the phone. He asked, 'Would you take Dr. 
Ironside's lectures here at the seminary?' I could hardly answer 



him clearly, and I almost rudely hung up the phone. I dropped to 
my knees, and I confess that I wept as I thanked God. I said, 
'Lord I prayed that You would let me teach like Dr. Ironside, and 
you have answered my prayer!' I coveted earnestly the best gift, 
and He answered my prayer. Although I am no Dr. Ironside, how 
I thrill today at the experience and the privilege of teaching the 
Word of God!" 

 
 

1) Diversity not Uniformity  
2) We are all important to the body  
3) You are the church  


