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A War for the Hearts and Minds 
 
Joshua 10:1-6 (NASB95)  
1 Now it came about when Adoni-zedek king of Jerusalem heard that Joshua had 
captured Ai, and had utterly destroyed it (just as he had done to Jericho and its 
king, so he had done to Ai and its king), and that the inhabitants of Gibeon had 
made peace with Israel and were within their land, 2 that he feared greatly, 
because Gibeon [was] a great city, like one of the royal cities, and because it was 
greater than Ai, and all its men [were] mighty. 3 Therefore Adoni-zedek king of 
Jerusalem sent [word] to Hoham king of Hebron and to Piram king of Jarmuth and 
to Japhia king of Lachish and to Debir king of Eglon, saying, 4 "Come up to me and 
help me, and let us attack Gibeon, for it has made peace with Joshua and with the 
sons of Israel." 5 So the five kings of the Amorites, the king of Jerusalem, the king 
of Hebron, the king of Jarmuth, the king of Lachish, [and] the king of Eglon, 
gathered together and went up, they with all their armies, and camped by Gibeon 
and fought against it. 6 Then the men of Gibeon sent [word] to Joshua to the 
camp at Gilgal, saying, "Do not abandon your servants; come up to us quickly and 
save us and help us, for all the kings of the Amorites that live in the hill country 
have assembled against us." 

- Adoni-zedek (Lord of Righteousness) 
- Jerusalem was closer to Gibeon than any other city  
- Jerusalem was the center of political activity in the 14th century  

 
1) We are at war, and we have a real enemy  

 
Ephesians 6:10-12 (NASB95)  
10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His might. 11 Put on the full 
armor of God, so that you will be able to stand firm against the schemes of the 
devil. 12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, 
against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual 
[forces] of wickedness in the heavenly [places.] 
 
James 4:7 (NASB95)  
7 Submit therefore to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. 



 
John 8:44 (NASB95) 
44 "You are of [your] father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your 
father. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth 
because there is no truth in him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his 
own [nature,] for he is a liar and the father of lies. 
 
 
Joshua 10:7-15 (NASB95)  
7 So Joshua went up from Gilgal, he and all the people of war with him and all the 
valiant warriors. 8 The LORD said to Joshua, "Do not fear them, for I have given 
them into your hands; not one of them shall stand before you." 9 So Joshua came 
upon them suddenly by marching all night from Gilgal. 10 And the LORD 
confounded them before Israel, and He slew them with a great slaughter at 
Gibeon, and pursued them by the way of the ascent of Beth-horon and struck 
them as far as Azekah and Makkedah. 11 As they fled from before Israel, [while] 
they were at the descent of Beth-horon, the LORD threw large stones from 
heaven on them as far as Azekah, and they died; [there were] more who died 
from the hailstones than those whom the sons of Israel killed with the sword. 12 
Then Joshua spoke to the LORD in the day when the LORD delivered up the 
Amorites before the sons of Israel, and he said in the sight of Israel, "O sun, stand 
still at Gibeon, And O moon in the valley of Aijalon." 13 So the sun stood still, and 
the moon stopped, Until the nation avenged themselves of their enemies. Is it not 
written in the book of Jashar? And the sun stopped in the middle of the sky and 
did not hasten to go [down] for about a whole day. 14 There was no day like that 
before it or after it, when the LORD listened to the voice of a man; for the LORD 
fought for Israel. 15 Then Joshua and all Israel with him returned to the camp to 
Gilgal. 

- Amorites is a term used for all the people groups in Canaan  
- Amorites were the strongest of all the Canaanites  
- First war for Israel with alliance of city – states  
- Israel marched 20 miles up steep terrain fully loaded for war  
- Early morning surprise attack was part of God’s plan  
- Large stones killed the enemy but didn’t harm God’s people 
- God and Israel working together 
 

1 Corinthians 3:9 (NASB95)  



9 For we are God's fellow workers; you are God's field, God's building. 

"The crossing of the Jordan at high flood and the cyclonic hail storm at 
Aijalon are of special theological significance, for Baal was the great 
Canaanite storm god who was supposed to control the rain, the hail, the 
snow and the floods of Palestine. These episodes proved that Baal was as 
powerless before Yahweh in Palestine as he had been in the episode of the 
plagues in Egypt."  

Three views of the miracle: 

1) Literal – The rotation of the earth was slowed or paused 
(supernatural) 

2) Localized – Shekinah Glory  
3) Simple – Asked for a cool day  

My preference is view 1 – Canaanites viewed the sun and moon as deities. 
This is like God’s approach with Egypt.  

- Whatever may be the scientific explanation for the phenomenon that 
occurred in answer to Joshua's prayer, it is clear that God did 
something out of the ordinary to give the Israelites victory in this 
battle.  

- God fights for Israel, but Israel still must do their part.  

 
 

2) The unconventional weapons of our war  
 
Ephesians 6:13-17 (NASB95)  
13 Therefore, take up the full armor of God, so that you will be able to resist in 
the evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm. 14 Stand firm therefore, 
HAVING GIRDED YOUR LOINS WITH TRUTH, and HAVING PUT ON THE 
BREASTPLATE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, 15 and having shod YOUR FEET WITH THE 
PREPARATION OF THE GOSPEL OF PEACE; 16 in addition to all, taking up the shield 
of faith with which you will be able to extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil 



[one.] 17 And take THE HELMET OF SALVATION, and the sword of the Spirit, which 
is the word of God. 

 
 
Joshua 10:16-28 (NASB95)  
16 Now these five kings had fled and hidden themselves in the cave at Makkedah. 
17 It was told Joshua, saying, "The five kings have been found hidden in the cave 
at Makkedah." 18 Joshua said, "Roll large stones against the mouth of the cave, 
and assign men by it to guard them, 19 but do not stay [there] yourselves; pursue 
your enemies and attack them in the rear. Do not allow them to enter their cities, 
for the LORD your God has delivered them into your hand." 20 It came about 
when Joshua and the sons of Israel had finished slaying them with a very great 
slaughter, until they were destroyed, and the survivors [who] remained of them 
had entered the fortified cities, 21 that all the people returned to the camp to 
Joshua at Makkedah in peace. No one uttered a word against any of the sons of 
Israel. 22 Then Joshua said, "Open the mouth of the cave and bring these five 
kings out to me from the cave." 23 They did so, and brought these five kings out 
to him from the cave: the king of Jerusalem, the king of Hebron, the king of 
Jarmuth, the king of Lachish, [and] the king of Eglon. 24 When they brought these 
kings out to Joshua, Joshua called for all the men of Israel, and said to the chiefs 
of the men of war who had gone with him, "Come near, put your feet on the 
necks of these kings." So they came near and put their feet on their necks. 25 
Joshua then said to them, "Do not fear or be dismayed! Be strong and 
courageous, for thus the LORD will do to all your enemies with whom you fight." 
26 So afterward Joshua struck them and put them to death, and he hanged them 
on five trees; and they hung on the trees until evening. 27 It came about at sunset 
that Joshua gave a command, and they took them down from the trees and threw 
them into the cave where they had hidden themselves, and put large stones over 
the mouth of the cave, to this very day. 28 Now Joshua captured Makkedah on 
that day, and struck it and its king with the edge of the sword; he utterly 
destroyed it and every person who was in it. He left no survivor. Thus he did to 
the king of Makkedah just as he had done to the king of Jericho. 
 

- Putting one's foot on the necks of one's enemies was a symbolic act 
that represented complete subjugation of, and total defeat over, an 
enemy in the ancient Near East (v. 24; cf. 1 Kings 5:3; Ps. 8:6; 110:1).4 



Performing this act and understanding its significance also gave the 
Israelites greater confidence. Joshua strengthened the impact of this 
act further with an encouraging exhortation (v. 25).  

- Israel's leaders placed large stones over the mouth of the cave grave 
of the Canaanite kings for the benefit of future observers (v. 27; cf. 
7:25). This constituted still another memorial to God's faithfulness and 
power.  

 
 

3) Do not grow weary in the battle  
 
Hebrews 12:3 (NASB95)  
3 For consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners against Himself, so 
that you will not grow weary and lose heart. 

 
 
Joshua 10:29-43 (NASB95)  
29 Then Joshua and all Israel with him passed on from Makkedah to Libnah, and 
fought against Libnah. 30 The LORD gave it also with its king into the hands of 
Israel, and he struck it and every person who [was] in it with the edge of the 
sword. He left no survivor in it. Thus he did to its king just as he had done to the 
king of Jericho. 31 And Joshua and all Israel with him passed on from Libnah to 
Lachish, and they camped by it and fought against it. 32 The LORD gave Lachish 
into the hands of Israel; and he captured it on the second day, and struck it and 
every person who [was] in it with the edge of the sword, according to all that he 
had done to Libnah. 33 Then Horam king of Gezer came up to help Lachish, and 
Joshua defeated him and his people until he had left him no survivor. 34 And 
Joshua and all Israel with him passed on from Lachish to Eglon, and they camped 
by it and fought against it. 35 They captured it on that day and struck it with the 
edge of the sword; and he utterly destroyed that day every person who [was] in 
it, according to all that he had done to Lachish. 36 Then Joshua and all Israel with 
him went up from Eglon to Hebron, and they fought against it. 37 They captured it 
and struck it and its king and all its cities and all the persons who [were] in it with 
the edge of the sword. He left no survivor, according to all that he had done to 
Eglon. And he utterly destroyed it and every person who [was] in it. 38 Then 
Joshua and all Israel with him returned to Debir, and they fought against it. 39 He 



captured it and its king and all its cities, and they struck them with the edge of the 
sword, and utterly destroyed every person [who was] in it. He left no survivor. 
Just as he had done to Hebron, so he did to Debir and its king, as he had also done 
to Libnah and its king. 40 Thus Joshua struck all the land, the hill country and the 
Negev and the lowland and the slopes and all their kings. He left no survivor, but 
he utterly destroyed all who breathed, just as the LORD, the God of Israel, had 
commanded. 41 Joshua struck them from Kadesh-barnea even as far as Gaza, and 
all the country of Goshen even as far as Gibeon. 42 Joshua captured all these 
kings and their lands at one time, because the LORD, the God of Israel, fought for 
Israel. 43 So Joshua and all Israel with him returned to the camp at Gilgal. 
 

- Seven other victories followed the battle at Gibeon. In the record of 
these encounters, the writer highlighted two important facts: First, 
Israel was obedient to God's command to exterminate the Canaanites 
in these cities. Second, it was the LORD, Yahweh, who gave Israel's 
enemies into her hands (vv. 30, 32). 

- Goshen (v. 41) was a town on the southern frontier of Canaan (cf. 
11:16; 15:51). This is not a reference to the section of Egypt that bore 
this name.  

- The writer again emphasized the main reason for Israel's military 
success: "The LORD, the God of Israel, fought for Israel" (v. 42).  

- God's people do not have to immediately engage every spiritual 
enemy that exists, any more than the Israelites had to immediately kill 
every individual Canaanite or attack every city. At this stage in their 
national life, God's will was that they attack only certain selected 
targets. Sometimes we can experience discouragement when we look 
at the host of wicked people that surrounds us, or the many sins that 
plague us. We may think: What can one individual do to stem such a 
tide of wickedness? We may even think it is useless to do anything, in 
view of the huge task that we face (Matt. 28:19- 20). In those 
situations, we need to do what God puts before us to do— day by 
day—rather than taking on more responsibility than God wants us to 
assume at that moment (cf. Matt. 6:25-34). The Israelites fought one 
battle at a time, and so must we.  



According to Carl von Clausewitz (1780-1831), a philosopher of war, there 
are three principle military objectives in any war: First, the aggressor must 
destroy the military power of the enemy, so that he cannot continue or 
resume war. Second, he must conquer the land of the enemy so thoroughly 
that a new military force cannot arise from it. Third, he must subdue the will 
of the enemy.5 Joshua accomplished all three of these basic objectives.6  

 
 

4) The victory has always been the Lords 
 
1Peter 5:6-10 NASB95  
6 Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt 
you at the proper time, 7 casting all your anxiety on Him, because He cares for 
you. 8 Be of sober [spirit,] be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls 
around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 9 But resist him, firm in 
[your] faith, knowing that the same experiences of suffering are being 
accomplished by your brethren who are in the world. 10 After you have suffered 
for a little while, the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal glory in Christ, 
will Himself perfect, confirm, strengthen [and] establish you. 
 
 
 
 


