
November 6th 2022 
Series: Thanks & Giving 
Sermon Title: The Power of our Attitude 
Text: Luke 17: 5–19 
Topics: Thankfulness, Gratitude, Blessing 
Big Idea of the Message: Thankfulness leads us into the presence of God and is an 
appropriate response to what God has done in our lives. 
Application Point: We can develop a lifestyle of thankfulness by intentionally 
building a spiritual practice of gratitude and learning to express spontaneous 
appreciation throughout each day. 
 
 
Luke 17:1-10 (NASB95)  
1 He said to His disciples, "It is inevitable that stumbling blocks come, but woe to 
him through whom they come! 2 "It would be better for him if a millstone were 
hung around his neck and he were thrown into the sea, than that he would cause 
one of these little ones to stumble. 3 "Be on your guard! If your brother sins, 
rebuke him; and if he repents, forgive him. 4 "And if he sins against you seven 
times a day, and returns to you seven times, saying, 'I repent,' forgive him." 5 The 
apostles said to the Lord, "Increase our faith!" 6 And the Lord said, "If you had 
faith like a mustard seed, you would say to this mulberry tree, 'Be uprooted and 
be planted in the sea'; and it would obey you. 7 "Which of you, having a slave 
plowing or tending sheep, will say to him when he has come in from the field, 
'Come immediately and sit down to eat'? 8 "But will he not say to him, 'Prepare 
something for me to eat, and [properly] clothe yourself and serve me while I eat 
and drink; and afterward you may eat and drink'? 9 "He does not thank the slave 
because he did the things which were commanded, does he? 10 "So you too, 
when you do all the things which are commanded you, say, 'We are unworthy 
slaves; we have done [only] that which we ought to have done.'" 
 
Defining Terms: 
 

1. Doulos (used over 125 times) – Slave 
The New Testament world was sharply split into slaves and free 
persons.  A doulos was a person owned by another.  There were millions of 
slaves, forming the foundation of the empire’s economy.  They were 



everywhere, and it is no surprise that local Christian congregations included 
many slaves. 

Slavery took many shapes.  One slave might chop vegetables in the 
kitchen.  Another might be a scribe for a wealthy landowner.  Still others 
might be worked to death in a copper mine.  Their fate depended on the 
character of the master, because there was one central fact in the life of a 
slave:  You were the property of a master. 

Doulos in the New Testament most often refers to a literal slave.  However, 
many passages use it to describe a spiritual relationship. 

• By nature, we are slaves of sin. But we come to Christ, we become 
slaves of righteousness (Romans 6:16-20).  We are obligated to obey 
one or the other. 

• Paul described himself as the doulos of Jesus (Romans 1:1; Galatians 
1:10; Philippians 1:1) and of the gospel (Philippians 2:22). He belonged 
to the Lord. 

• Paul also described himself as a doulos of God’s people, not because 
they owned him, but because his Master had commissioned him to 
serve His people (2 Corinthians 4:5). This can be hard.  Being a servant 
sounds good until someone treats you like one! 
 

Jesus, of course, is the perfect example.  He lowered Himself to take the 
position of a doulos, laying aside His personal interests to carry out the 
Father’s will (Philippians 2:7). 

Bottom line:  Doulos emphasizes who you belong to. You don’t get to make 
independent choices about your life, because you belong to someone else. 

 
 

2. Diakonos (used about 30 times) – Servant 
A diakonos is someone who carries out tasks for the benefit of someone 
else.  It originally described a waiter serving a meal, like the servants at the 
wedding at Cana (John 2:5, 9).  The idea broadened to include any kind of 
service, ranging from bakers to statesmen.  It could even include government 



authorities (Romans 13:4) or a king’s officials (Matthew 22:13).  The word 
emphasizes the work that a servant does, rather than his status as slave or 
free. 

The ancient Greeks saw service as undignified.  They looked down on servants 
as inferior.  But Christianity completely reversed this attitude. 

• Paul was proud to call himself a servant of God (2 Corinthians 6:4), and 
a servant of the new covenant (2 Corinthians 3:6). 

• Jesus promised that the Father would honor any diakonos who would 
follow Him (John 12:26) 

• Diakonos even became the title for the church office of deacon, an 
honored position of leadership (Philippians 1:1; 1 Timothy 3:8, 12). 
 

Bottom line:  Diakonos emphasizes what you do.  You are carrying out 
activities which benefit someone else. 

 
1) A proper view of ourselves and of God will lead us to develop the 

correct posture and attitude required for authentic discipleship.  
 

- The issue of forgiveness  
- You don’t need more faith just the willingness to exercise the faith you 

already possess.  
- God doesn't owe you a reward for doing what you should be doing.  
- Pharisees did good deeds to make God owe them. 

 
- Has provided everything you need to accomplish what you are going 

through.  
 
2 Peter 1:2-3 (NASB95)  
2 Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our 
Lord; 3 seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life 
and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory 
and excellence. 
 
 



Luke 17:11-19 (NASB95) 
 
11 While He was on the way to Jerusalem, He was passing between Samaria and 
Galilee. 12 As He entered a village, ten leprous men who stood at a distance met 
Him; 13 and they raised their voices, saying, "Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!" 
14 When He saw them, He said to them, "Go and show yourselves to the priests." 
And as they were going, they were cleansed. 15 Now one of them, when he saw 
that he had been healed, turned back, glorifying God with a loud voice, 16 and he 
fell on his face at His feet, giving thanks to Him. And he was a Samaritan. 17 Then 
Jesus answered and said, "Were there not ten cleansed? But the nine--where are 
they? 18 "Was no one found who returned to give glory to God, except this 
foreigner?" 19 And He said to him, "Stand up and go; your faith has made you 
well." 
 
V 11 – Jesus was traveling close to the border between southern Galilee and 
Samaria. Therefore, you would have Jewish and Samaritan Lepers together.  
 
Leprosy:  

The term “leprosy” (including leper, lepers, leprosy, leprous) occurs 68 times in 

the Bible—55 times in the Old Testament (Hebrew = tsara’ath) and 13 times in 

the New Testament (Greek = lepros, lepra). In the Old Testament, the instances of 

leprosy most likely meant a variety of infectious skin diseases, and even mold and 

mildew on clothing and walls. The precise meaning of the leprosy in both the Old 

and New Testaments is still in dispute, but it probably includes the modern 

Hansen’s disease (especially in the New Testament) and infectious skin diseases. 

The term “Hansen’s disease” was not given until 1873, when Gerhard Henrik 

Armauer Hansen described the leprosy bacillus (the lay term for the “bacterium”). 

Only at this point was a precise definition for leprosy made available. 

 

V13 – “Master” A statement about their belief in Jesus being one of authority 

- The Lepers asked for mercy not healing  



- There were a couple of miracles in Biblical history about leprosy, but this 

was something the priests never saw. 

 

V 14 – Why did Jesus send them to the priests? 

- Levitical law (Ch 13,14)  

- An act of faith  

- You call me master let’s see if you really believe it.  

 

V 15,16 – One turned back to worship 

- Why do you think Jesus points out that the one that came back was a 

Samaritan? 

 

V 17,18 – Jesus asks three questions  

1) Didn’t 10 of you receive healing? 

2) Where are the other 9? 

3) Are you the only one that returned to glorify God? 

 

V 19 – Your faith has made you “well” 

- Well – Sozo (Sode-zo) 

- Saved from destruction 

- 10 men healed but 1 saved 

 
2) The Disciple of Jesus is….. 

….Called to Forgive 
….Called to Serve 
….Called to Worship 

 



God: 
- An encounter with Jesus changes everything even for the lost. 

 

 

Application:  
 

3) As disciples of Jesus, we are called to have an “Attitude of 
Gratitude” 

 
- When we understand that we have been forgiven of much it positions us to 

forgive…much. 
- When we serve without expectation or manipulation it positions us for 

God’s generosity. 
- When we show gratitude to God it is Worship. 

 
 
A study: The effects of positive and negative thinking on the brain. Specifically, 
Gratitude.  

The Neural Basis of Human Social Values: Evidence from Functional MRI – National 

Library of Medicine. 

“The nature of thoughts, whether they be positive or negative, is a reflection of 
positive or negative habits. If you are constantly thinking negatively about 
situations and feeling negative emotions, you will likely get more of the same due 
to the way the brain handles such feelings. When a person is under stress 
negatively, energy is actually drawn away from the prefrontal cortex which is the 
distribution hub for mind/brain functions. This can result in reduced processing. 

For example, if you constantly think or say "I am tired," you will feel tired. If a 
student thinks, "I am terrible at math" and feels a negative emotion associated 
with this thought, they will be more likely to do poorly at math. On the flip side, 
positive mantras like "I am confident" or "I am grateful," will activate the 
prefrontal cortex and result in more confident behavior and better performance 
overall, attracting more things for which to be grateful.” 



Ways to Practice Gratitude: 

- Morning Prayer (Thank God for His goodness and blessings) 

- Pick someone new each day (non-family) and express gratitude. Maybe start 

by tipping your wait staff after church generously and thank them.  

- Pick a family member to express gratitude too.  

- Journal your gratitude  

Some things to be thankful for: 

10 Things to Thank God for Daily 

1.  A Savior 

Jesus died for us (John 3:16). He paid the price for our sin so that we didn’t have 
to. Jesus’ sacrifice is a beautiful example of how much God loves each of us. 

2.  A fresh start  

Every day is a new day (Lamentations 3:22-23). We have a God of grace whose 
mercies begin new every morning. Our past doesn’t define our future. 

3.  A purpose  

If you’re reading this, God is not done with you (Ephesians 2:10). He created you 
on purpose, with purpose, and for a purpose. We are God’s handiwork, uniquely 
designed to carry out His plans. 

4.  A beautiful world 

God’s creativity is on display 24/7  (Nehemiah 9:6). How many times do we drive 
from point A to point B and never stop to witness the beauty of God’s creation? 



5.  The ability to worship  

We have the freedom to worship Jesus every day of the week (Psalm 100:4). We 
sing lullabies to our children and belt out our favorite music in the car, why would 
we not sing out to our Savior? 

6.  Peace in any circumstance  

God does not promise that life will be easy, but He does promise us peace (John 
14:27). When we take our eyes off our circumstances and focus on Him, He gives 
us peace. 

7.  A full life  

Jesus doesn’t want us to just endure life; He wants us to enjoy life. John 10:10says 
Jesus came so that we could not only have life, but have it to the full. 

8. The Bible 

The Bible doesn’t just speak of things in the past; it speaks to us today  (Hebrews 
4:12 and 2 Timothy 3:16). Through the Bible, God instructs us, encourages us, and 
guides us. 

9. The church   

We don’t have to walk through life alone (Hebrews 10:24-25). The church is 
a community of people doing the best they can to follow Jesus’ example. In the 
church, we find the encouragement to grow in love and good deeds. 

10. A reason to hope 

We serve a God who is not only a promise maker, but also a promise 
keeper (Numbers 23:19 and Romans 8:28). He promises to work all things 
together for our good. There is no greater hope than in a promise fulfiller who has 
conquered death. 


