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The elephant in the room: 
 
Illustration of any given Sunday 
 

- Issue one the style of worship  
- Issue two what songs or groups should we ban 

 
The area of worship is a sensitive one for many people. I am seeking to be 
respectful and not offensive towards anyone’s preferred style of music or the 
traditions they grew up with. My desire is that we look at this from the 
perspective of scripture not preferences. 
 
Overview: 
So, where we are going. This morning we will look at an overview / introduction 
on this series on Worship. I hope to begin to work through the Biblical 
understanding of Worship this week and next. We will transition to discussing the 
history of worship along with two views of conducting corporate worship. We will 
then take some time to discuss the dangers of having no boundaries and the 
dangers of being too aggressive with our boundaries. Last, we will seek to create a 
framework for our liturgy here at Emmanuel. How are we as a church going to 
worship together. 
 
A Biblical understanding of Worship:    
 
What is Worship? 
 
Vines Expository Dictionary  
"to make obeisance, do reverence to" (from pros, "towards," and kuneo, "to kiss the 
hand"), is the most frequent word rendered "to worship." It is used of an act of homage 
or reverence   
 
John Frane: Worship in Spirit and Truth 

1) Bending the knee 



2) Service or labor  
 
“God wants worshippers first. Jesus did not redeem us to make us workers; 
He redeemed us to make us worshippers. And then, out of the blazing 
worship of our hearts, springs our work.” 
 
A.W. Tozer  
 
Luke 10:38-42 (NASB95)  
38 Now as they were traveling along, He entered a village; and a woman named 
Martha welcomed Him into her home. 39 She had a sister called Mary, who was 
seated at the Lord's feet, listening to His word. 40 But Martha was distracted with 
all her preparations; and she came up [to Him] and said, "Lord, do You not care 
that my sister has left me to do all the serving alone? Then tell her to help me." 41 
But the Lord answered and said to her, "Martha, Martha, you are worried and 
bothered about so many things; 42 but [only] one thing is necessary, for Mary has 
chosen the good part, which shall not be taken away from her." 
 
James 2:24 NASB95  
24 You see that a man is justified by works and not by faith alone. 
 

1) At the heart of the word worship is Worth. 
 
*What you value the most you will worship. 
- family  
- career  
- self  
 
What do you honor and esteem?  
 
John 4:7-30 (NASB95)  
7 There came a woman of Samaria to draw water. Jesus said to her, "Give Me a 
drink." 8 For His disciples had gone away into the city to buy food. 9 Therefore the 
Samaritan woman said to Him, "How is it that You, being a Jew, ask me for a drink 
since I am a Samaritan woman?" (For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.) 10 
Jesus answered and said to her, "If you knew the gift of God, and who it is who 
says to you, 'Give Me a drink,' you would have asked Him, and He would have 
given you living water." 11 She said to Him, "Sir, You have nothing to draw with 



and the well is deep; where then do You get that living water? 12 "You are not 
greater than our father Jacob, are You, who gave us the well, and drank of it 
himself and his sons and his cattle?" 13 Jesus answered and said to her, 
"Everyone who drinks of this water will thirst again; 14 but whoever drinks of the 
water that I will give him shall never thirst; but the water that I will give him will 
become in him a well of water springing up to eternal life."  

- Jacobs well 75-100 feet deep  
- 80 fresh springs in the surrounding area  
- Jacobs well was of great significance not because of the water but more so 

the religious implications.  
- There were tensions between Jews and the Samaritans  
- A Jew would often travel several miles out of there way just to avoid ever 

going through Samaria.  
- Are you greater? A woman trying to figure out who Jesus is.  
- Living Water is a play on words. It is a reference to water that is alive, 

moving, active versus dead water or stagnant water.  
- A reference to the Lord in the Old Testament. This is an invitation to 

Spiritual satisfaction.  
 
Jeremiah 2:13 (NASB95)  
13 "For My people have committed two evils: They have forsaken Me, The 
fountain of living waters, To hew for themselves cisterns, Broken cisterns That can 
hold no water. 
 
15 The woman said to Him, "Sir, give me this water, so I will not be thirsty nor 
come all the way here to draw." 16 He said to her, "Go, call your husband and 
come here." 17 The woman answered and said, "I have no husband." Jesus said to 
her, "You have correctly said, 'I have no husband'; 18 for you have had five 
husbands, and the one whom you now have is not your husband; this you have 
said truly." 19 The woman said to Him, "Sir, I perceive that You are a prophet.  

- Her response is to satisfy her physical thirst not her Spiritual need. 
- Jesus is willing to enter the mess to win a soul. 
- She was no doubt stunned by this revelation. It caused her to recognize 

Jesus as more than a weary traveling Jew.  
 
 

2) The desire for relationship with God positions our heart for Worship. 



Matthew 5:6 (NASB95) 
6 "Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be 
satisfied. 
 
20 "Our fathers worshiped in this mountain, and you [people] say that in 
Jerusalem is the place where men ought to worship." 21 Jesus said to her, 
"Woman, believe Me, an hour is coming when neither in this mountain nor in 
Jerusalem will you worship the Father. 22 "You worship what you do not know; 
we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23 "But an hour is 
coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and 
truth; for such people the Father seeks to be His worshipers. 24 "God is spirit, and 
those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth." 25 The woman said to 
Him, "I know that Messiah is coming (He who is called Christ); when that One 
comes, He will declare all things to us." 26 Jesus said to her, "I who speak to you 
am [He.]" 

- She evades the sin issue with delving into a hotly debated topic regarding 
worship. 

- Jesus makes a statement about her ignorance. This is because the 
Samaritans only believed the Pentateuch and rejected the Psalms, 
Proverbs, and the Prophets. She has a limited understanding of God and of 
the coming messiah.  

- Worship in spirit and Truth. This is a lower case “s” which means this might 
be stated as we are to worship in truth / scripture / right theology and spirit 
is heart. Worship with our head and our heart. 

- She is counting on the Messiah to teach her all things  
- A great statement of “I Am” he.   

 
3) God seeks out people who worship in Spirit and Truth. 

 
 27 At this point His disciples came, and they were amazed that He had been 
speaking with a woman, yet no one said, "What do You seek?" or, "Why do You 
speak with her?" 28 So the woman left her waterpot, and went into the city and 
said to the men, 29 "Come, see a man who told me all the things that I [have] 
done; this is not the Christ, is it?" 30 They went out of the city, and were coming 
to Him. 
 



- Jesus went from a weary traveler to an enemy (Jew), to a prophet, to the 
Messiah!  
- When face to face with Christ we should be willing to abandon our 
distractions to focus on Christ. 
- The woman went from a lost soul to an evangelist.  

 
4) When we see Jesus for who He is it leads us Worship and invite others to 

do the same.  
 
Jeremiah 20:9 (NASB95) 
9 But if I say, "I will not remember Him Or speak anymore in His name," Then in 
my heart it becomes like a burning fire Shut up in my bones; And I am weary of 
holding [it] in, And I cannot endure [it.] 
 
1Peter 2:9 (NASB95)  
9 But you are A CHOSEN RACE, A royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, A PEOPLE 
FOR [God's] OWN POSSESSION, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him 
who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 
 


