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Review from the first two weeks: 
 
Week 1: What is Worship 
Definition of what worship is: 
To honor, revere, to bend the knee, kiss the hand.  
 
John 4 – Worship in Spirit and in Truth 
- Good Theology (good thinking) 
- A Right Heart 
- Head and Heart 
- We worship what we love 
- We will look like what we worship (God / The World) 
 
 
Week 2: Why do we Worship 
 
1) We have been Created for worship 
2) We have been Commanded to worship 
3) Because Jesus is worthy of our worship 
 
 
Week 3: How do we worship? 
 
Two big problems that we are currently facing in the church. 
 
1) Man-centered worship 
- controlled by culture 
 
2) Pragmatism 
- We will do whatever it takes or whatever we want in worship 
- A focus on the non-worshipers 
 
* The problem of a privatized faith. 
 
Three types of Worship as a Christian  
1) Personal Worship 
- We should all have a rich personal worship life 



- Prayer, Bible study, serving, etc. 
- Personal worship is vital but not where we stay 
 
2) Family Worship 
- We are called to instruct our children in the way of the Lord. 
 
3) Corporate Worship 
Hebrews 10:23-25 (NASB95)  
23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is 
faithful; 24 and let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds, 25 
not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging [one 
another;] and all the more as you see the day drawing near. 
 
A collection of people with a corporate faith 
- We come to worship God 
- Confess our sins before God 
- To magnify the name of God 
- To reaffirm our covenant with God 
- learn, love, & serve God  
 
Romans 12:1-2 (NASB95)  
1 Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living 
and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, [which is] your spiritual service of worship. 2 And 
do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so 
that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and 
perfect. 
 
1Peter 2:5 (NASB95)  
5 you also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, 
to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 
 
1) Our entire lives are to be lived as acceptable worship to God and should be our 
top priority. 
 
We have been created for worship and true worship is responding to God and how He 
has commanded us to worship Him in scripture.  
 
Illustration: I went to church today and didn't get anything out of it. 
- What’s the problem with this perspective? 
 
So what is acceptable worship? 
 



In defining what is acceptable worship we are going to look at both what is unacceptable 
and acceptable worship.  
 
An example of acceptable and unacceptable worship.  
 
Genesis 4:3-7 (NASB95)  
3 So it came about in the course of time that Cain brought an offering to the LORD of 
the fruit of the ground. 4 Abel, on his part also brought of the firstlings of his flock and 
of their fat portions. And the LORD had regard for Abel and for his offering; 5 but for 
Cain and for his offering He had no regard. So Cain became very angry and his 
countenance fell. 6 Then the LORD said to Cain, "Why are you angry? And why has 
your countenance fallen? 7 "If you do well, will not [your countenance] be lifted up? 
And if you do not do well, sin is crouching at the door; and its desire is for you, but you 
must master it." 
- Cain and Able most likely presented their offering at the tree of life. It was guarded by 
cherubim and in scripture they are always associated with God’s dwelling place. 
- some argued that the issue in this passage is what was offered. Cain brought vegetation 
and Able a blood sacrifice. The most likely issue is not what they brought but the heart 
with which they brought their offering. 
 
2) Your heart matters in worship. 
 
Hebrews 11:4 (NASB95) 
4 By faith Abel offered to God a better sacrifice than Cain, through which he obtained 
the testimony that he was righteous, God testifying about his gifts, and through faith, 
though he is dead, he still speaks. 
 
Isaiah 29:13 (NASB95)  
13 Then the Lord said, "Because this people draw near with their words And honor Me 
with their lip service, But they remove their hearts far from Me, And their reverence for 
Me consists of tradition learned [by rote,] 
 
Unacceptable worship: 
1) Worship of false Gods 
 
Exodus 20:2-3 (NASB95) 
2 "I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house 
of slavery. 3 "You shall have no other gods before Me. 
 
2) Worship the true God but in the wrong form. 
 
 



Exodus 32:4 (NASB95) 
4 He took [this] from their hand, and fashioned it with a graving tool and made it into a 
molten calf; and they said, "This is your god, O Israel, who brought you up from the 
land of Egypt." 
 
- God is Spirit and to be worshiped in Spirit and in truth. Correct God correct form 
 
3) True God but worshiped not hoe He directed but based on what we want. 
Leviticus 10:1-2 (NASB95)  
1 Now Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took their respective firepans, and after 
putting fire in them, placed incense on it and offered strange fire before the LORD, 
which He had not commanded them. 2 And fire came out from the presence of the 
LORD and consumed them, and they died before the LORD. 
 
4) Worship with a wrong attitude 
 
Malachi 1:6-14 (NASB95)  
6 " 'A son honors [his] father, and a servant his master. Then if I am a father, where is 
My honor? And if I am a master, where is My respect?' says the LORD of hosts to you, 
O priests who despise My name. But you say, 'How have we despised Your name?' 7 
"[You] are presenting defiled food upon My altar. But you say, 'How have we defiled 
You?' In that you say, 'The table of the LORD is to be despised.' 8 "But when you 
present the blind for sacrifice, is it not evil? And when you present the lame and sick, is 
it not evil? Why not offer it to your governor? Would he be pleased with you? Or would 
he receive you kindly?" says the LORD of hosts.  
- Where is God’s honor? 
- The priests were offering blind, lame, and sick animals something God had specifically 
forbid. 
- The priest weren't even aware of how they had fallen away from the Lord. 
- They tried giving God less then they gave the government. 
 
9 "But now will you not entreat God's favor, that He may be gracious to us? With such 
an offering on your part, will He receive any of you kindly?" says the LORD of hosts. 
10 "Oh that there were one among you who would shut the gates, that you might not 
uselessly kindle [fire on] My altar! I am not pleased with you," says the LORD of hosts, 
"nor will I accept an offering from you. 11 "For from the rising of the sun even to its 
setting, My name [will be] great among the nations, and in every place incense is going 
to be offered to My name, and a grain offering [that is] pure; for My name [will be] great 
among the nations," says the LORD of hosts.  
- They are being called out for trying to earn God’s favor (manipulation) 
- It is better to close the doors of church then to offer unacceptable worship  
 



12 "But you are profaning it, in that you say, 'The table of the Lord is defiled, and as for 
its fruit, its food is to be despised.' 13 "You also say, 'My, how tiresome it is!' And you 
disdainfully sniff at it," says the LORD of hosts, "and you bring what was taken by 
robbery and [what is] lame or sick; so you bring the offering! Should I receive that from 
your hand?" says the LORD. 14 "But cursed be the swindler who has a male in his flock 
and vows it, but sacrifices a blemished animal to the Lord, for I am a great King," says 
the LORD of hosts, "and My name is feared among the nations." 
- The people were unsatisfied with their worship as well (13) 
- In bringing God unacceptable worship they were deceivers like Ananias and Sapphira 
(Acts 5) 
- God is a great king and He is worthy of our worship. 
 
Acceptable Worship: 
Worship in Spirit and Truth - John 4 
 
Clean Hands – Clean Hearts 
Psalm 24:3-5 (NASB95) 
3 Who may ascend into the hill of the LORD? And who may stand in His holy place? 4 
He who has clean hands and a pure heart, Who has not lifted up his soul to falsehood 
And has not sworn deceitfully. 5 He shall receive a blessing from the LORD And 
righteousness from the God of his salvation. 
 
Pursue Peace / Build one another up  
Romans 14:18-19 NASB95  
18 For he who in this [way] serves Christ is acceptable to God and approved by men. 19 
So then we pursue the things which make for peace and the building up of one another. 
 
Winning the Lost  
Romans 15:16 (NASB95) 
16 to be a minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles, ministering as a priest the gospel of 
God, so that [my] offering of the Gentiles may become acceptable, sanctified by the 
Holy Spirit. 
 
Praise in words and deeds  
Hebrews 13:15-16 NASB95 
15 Through Him then, let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the 
fruit of lips that give thanks to His name. 16 And do not neglect doing good and sharing, 
for with such sacrifices God is pleased. 
 


